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2025-2026 Third District
President Ann Bovy

It has been an honor being youf Bistrict Presidenthis past yearl cannotbelieve where the time has gone; it
has been a fun ride. | recommend if you are ever thinking about doind'thistict Presidento talkto any of
the pastpresidens from the district

My first projectwasHasting Veterans Home (Landscaping); the money raised is going to help rebuild the raise
vegetable garden beds. The vegetables grown in the raised beds will benukectafeteria.

The other project was St. Peter Treatment Center (Disc GoléL@nd the plan is to havie golf course
done at beginning of the summer. | did make my goal of $4,000.00 and over.

My symbol for the year wdkree roses and Auxiliary emblem with the yeamaypin. | picked thethree roses
to represent the number three in District 3.

| want to thank all the units and private membefso gavadonations and personal donatiottsmy project
during my year as youf®®istrict President.

A bigthankyouto the Third District Americabegion Commandeékmy Larsen, and SBetachment
CommandeGregg Wilwert, for supporting mertsugh the year. It was nice to talk about what things were
going on in units and post to help them out.

OurJunior PresidenMay Wrightdid an outstandingob and worked haran her project Sheraised $40.00to
help with the Hastings Veterans Homagsed gardeywe are proud of you

| would like to giva shout out taour Third District Secretary, Karla Otterness. Her dedication and commitment
have been invaluable throughout the year. Karla consistently keeps tisfarglied.

| would like to take a moment to recognize the District Chairmen for their outstanding tfieytsar. Despite

the challenges we faced, especially with the cancellation of our midwinter enelctairmanshighanges,

each of you rose to the occasion andnagedhe changes that came our way. Your dedication and creative
approaches made a significant impact and truly enhanced the reputation of the Third District. Thank you all fc
your commitment and hard work.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to our Third District Membership Chairman, Jeorgia Cluckey. Thi:
year brought many challenges, but Jeorgia remained dedicated to supporting the units. She consistently kept
contact with unit members, whethé@rmeant attending meetings in person or reaching out through numerous
phone calls.

| wouldalso liketo thankTeriw A OKF NR&a2y > 2dzNJ ¢ KANR S5Aa0NAOG ¢NBI a
accounts up to date and ensuring our finances remain in excellent order has been invaluable to the success ¢
our district. | am especially thankful for the time she spent aggisia) patiently answering my questions, and
offering her support and belief in my leadership.

| would like to extend my sincere appreciation to Barb Klehr for her invaluable assistance in keeping the Thirc
DistrictwelA Y F2 N¥ SR F o02dzi GKS {GFyRAYy3 wdz S&a> a4 ¢St f
Rules.

Thank yowiane Mackenthun for accompanying me to various events throughout the year. Diane played a ke

role in bringing the flags to different Third District gatherings and supporting me in my responsibilities as the
Third District President.
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guidance and unwavering support throughoutyear. Whenever | had a question or faced uncertainty, she

was always willing to help or find the answer | needed. Her encouragement made a significant difference for |
this year. | am especially grateful for the fun and memorable experienchagivehich made this year truly
special At the Fall Conference, the Third District hosted a pickle contest that added a lighthearted and
enjoyable touch to our gathering. Department President Robin served as one of the judges for the event.
President Robin, along with other members who enjoynigpickles, participated in the judging. The winner of
the contest received a pickle ornament as a prize. It was a fun competition, and | was honored to win with my
grandma’s cherished recipe.

| am grateful to my District Sisters for the camaraderie, support, and willingness to help one another. It has
been truly enjoyable spending time together, learning from each other, and working as ®tearg.the Fall
Conference, | wanted to do something special for my District sisters, so | made and shared homemade
strawberry jam with them. The jam waig hitand quickly became a favorite among the group. In addition to
gifting,it to my fellow District members, | also presented jatsoohemadestrawberry jam to the executive
board of the Department. They, too, enjoyed it and expressed their appreciation. This small gesture helped
foster a sense of camaraderie and added a personal touch to our gathering.

Our Fall Family gathering wa$unday. TheThird District Auxiliary hosted tresent, Iwould liketo thank the
members who attendednd everyonavho brought things like balgoods, homegrown produce, plants, and
craft items. To all the members who bought the items. The money raised went 6 Bisti3ct ALAGeneral
Fund

| wouldalso what to thank my husband Phil and sons Zachary and Joe for supporting me through the busy ye
You guys are the bést

CNRY Y& !'VvAlG cnam ! YSNAOLY [ S3A2y | dzEshppdttinghighraugh b S
the yearsas Iclimbed the chairs to b&d District President.

| did have other goals; one was to be out in the community to represent #srthdistrict, and without the
Units, inviting me to the meeting and eveniduld notmake these goals. So BIG thank you to all the units and
members in the 3rd District

| am looking forward to the National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. This is my first time attending a natio
convention.

Sincerely

3 District President Ann Bovy
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President Ann Bovy Calendar of Events 2025-2026

May

17% Our Third District Convention was held at Forest Lake Post 225. | was elected Third District
President.

17" I held my first Post District Committee meeting
17" Installation and my installing Officer was Diane

Mackenthun
18t Sunday we had breakfast at Post 225 Forest Lake
26™ | attended the Memorial Day Ceremony. We visited

five cemeteries with American Legion Post & Unit 601

June
St Paul Park BBQ Rib Fest

July
7t American Legion Post 586 we had Third District Picnic
12t Department Conference | was installed as Third District President

August
7hlatt ended the Carver County Féirgrounfisor Vet erands I
oth | held an executive meeting at the New Germany Hall
12t Chaska Post 57 had burger night which was fun to visit with members.
16t | attended the Veterans Resilience & Strength Summit

September
10t Montgomery Unit 79 American Legion Auxiliary Had a membership supper.
20t Family Gathering Rally and | gave my first pin ~ sto my parents.

October
4t | was invited to the Past President Parley  Meeting and potluck luncheon.
5t Shakopee Unit 2 had the Early Bird Special Membership Supper. | talked about my projects
at Hastings Veterans and St. Peter Treatment Center
11t Convention committee meeting
18" Attended First Poppy Palooza at Forest Lake
18™ Shakopee Unit 2 had a ribeye steak dinner as Breast Cancerfundraiser.
23-25™ Attended the fall conference at St. Cloud for the weekend

November
4th Went to Waconia Unit 150 meeting to give them the money from the drawing. They
received 60% of the department on membership.
8 Had lunch at Chaska Unit 57 to celebrate their one hundred Year Anniversary
15t Attended Mission Training at National Meeting in Minneapolis

December
1stWent to St. Paul Park Unit 98 ceremony for new  members.
6™ Pearl Harbor Rally
13™Wreath Across American at Fort Snelling National Cemetery. Chaska Unit 57 asked me to
go with.
15™] attended Silver Lake Unit 141 for a dinner & holiday party.



January

11t Attended Poppy Palooza at Waconia American Legion Post 150 and made poppies.
24" Mid -Winter Conference was cancelled due to the weather.
31st1 and 3 Revival Rally Faribault post forty -three

February

March

April

May

14t Convention committee meeting New Prague

21st Leadership workshop at Cosmos Community Hall. Hosted by Cosmos & Hutchinson
American

Hosted by Cosmos & Hutchinson American Legion Auxiliary

21st Shakopee Unit 2 had Decades Trivia Night

2nd Attended Norwood Unit 343 meeting & meet the members.
9th Browntown Unit 143 had Legion birthday party at Brownton Community Center
14t Attended Department Executive meeting & Appreciation Rally at Bloomington

10t Testimonial Third District for Auxiliary & Legion Commander & SAL Commander at Legion
Post 643 in Savage.

14t Attended at Hasting Home with New Germany 601 and Play Trivia/Plinio activity with
Veterans and after that severing ice cream or root beer floats.

19t Bowling Tournament at the Dayton Sundance Lane. With Shakopee Unit 2

20t Stewart unit 125

231 Veteran's Day on the Hill.

28t | was invited to attended at St. Peter Region Treatment Center for a party that day.

15t Executive committee meeting -New Prague Post 45
15% was initiated into the has  been.
16t District Convention at New Prague Post 45

July 4 | am planning to attend the parade at
. Forest Lake.

July 9-11 -l am planning to be attending
Department Convention

August 27 September 4 &1 am planning to
attend the Nation Convention

IT was fun year; | thank you all for your
support and for giving me the honor of
being your Third District President .



American Legion Auxiliary

DISTRICT/COUNTY/COUNCIL

Year-End Impact Numbers Report

District/County 3rd Department Minnesota

Number Units in District/County 45 Number of Units Reporting 20

Total Number of Members Reporting 713

Your name Ann Bovy Email _abovyauxiliary@centurylink.net

Here is what our units did in the past 12 months since April 1.

1.  Our ALA Service for Veterans/Active -Duty/Reserve Military

Obtain
Service for Veterans/Military Total From Total
Line 1 Total hours members volunteered Unit Form Line 1 | 17882
Line 2 Total dollars spent Unit Form Line 2 | $89026.00
Line 3 Total number of veterans/military assisted Unit Form Line 3 | 2387

Total number of fiVeterans in Community Schoolso

Line 4 presentations facilitated Unit Form Line 4 | 51

Line 5 Value of in-kind donations received* Unit Form Line 5 | $ 9486.00

Line 6 Total number of poppies or poppy items Unit Form Line 6 | 20629
distributed

Line 7 Total dollars raised from poppies Unit Form Line 7 | $63175.00

*Estimated cash value of non-cash donations from NON-MEMBERS of goods (like paper goods, clothing) or services (like pro-bono CPA services from a local firm)

2. Our ALA Service for Military Families

Obtain

Service for Military Families Total From Total
Line 8 Total hours members volunteered Unit Form Line 8 1422
Line 9 Total dollars spent Unit Form Line 9 $19640.00
Line 10 Total number of military families served Unit Form Line 10 | 332
3. Our ALA Service for Youth

Obtain

Service for Children & Youth Total From Total
Line 11 Total hours for ALA Girls State Unit Form Line 11 514
Line 12 Total dollars spent for ALA Girls State Unit Form Line 12 $9980.00




Total hours for other Legion Family youth

Line 13 L Unit Form Line 13 1143
activities
Line 14 Total dollars spent on goods for youth activities Unit Form Line 14 $9312.00
Total dollar amount of direct aid to help
Line 15 Unit Form Line 15 $525.00
a needy child
Line 16 Total other UNIT expenses (parties, dinners, Unit Form Line 16 $3292.00
paper goods, trophies)
Line 17 Total number of children/youth served Unit Form Line 17 5759
Line 18 Total dollars to other child service charities Unit Form Line 18 $6050.00
4. Our Service Representing the ALA in Our Communities
Obtain
For any service not included in Sections 1 -3 Total From Total
Line 19 Total number of hours Unit Form Line 19 7055
Line 20 Total dollars spent Unit Form Line 20 $ 27110.00

5. Scholarships our Units & District/County Presented/Awarded

Obtain sf= Districtor

Scholarships Total From Units County Total
Total number of

Line 21 | scholarships presented Unit Form Line 21 14
or awarded

Line 22 | 'otal dollar amount of Unit Form Line 22 | $ $ $7850.00
scholarships

Line 23 | [0t dollar amount donated |\, o ine 23 | 8 $ $1700.00
to department scholarships

I would like to give you some details on this report.

If you total the money donated by theé®®District (for 20 units of 42units) the total donation is $174,485.00. The total
number of volunteer hours is 28,016. The total received in Poppy Donations is $63,175.00, which is why it is so

important to keep the poppy making efforts going.

The total received in HKind donations was $9486.00 from our members and communities.
This means the Auxiliary held fund raisers and raised approximately $100,000.00. This is a huge amount of money.

Here is the question, if all the Units filled out and sent their Impact Report to the President would these totals be
doubled? Could the'8District have donated $348,970.00. We will never know about this, but maybe next year we

could find out.

Thank you Everyone for a fabulous year and for everything you do for our Veterans, Veterans Families and Communiti

3 District President
Ann Bovy




2025/2026 Chairmen

Family Support Pod
Americanism dJoanne Joachim, Chanhassen  Unit 580
Education 6 Sherri Hernandez Unit 225
Community Service & Barb Van Eyll, Chaska Unit 57
Memorial dTamara Thayer, Elysian unit 311

Youth Development Pod
Children & Youth dKaren Rasmussen, Faribault Unit 43
Juniors Activity 8 Lynn Duffy, St Paul Park Unit 98
Girl State dMelissa Carlson Forest Lake Unit 225

Veteran/Military Support & Advocacy Pod
Legislative d Kat Benjamin Chaska Unit 57
National Security 8 Wendy Arend Forest Lake 225
Armed Forces Center 0 Kim Carlander, Chanhassen Unit 580
Poppy 6 Tami Paul Shakopee Unit 2
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation / Service to ~ Veterans - Linda Kelly, Pine Island Unit 184
St Peter Treatment Center dDarlene Wondra, Montgomery Unit 79

Membership Development Pod
Membership dJeorgia Cluckey, St Paul Park Unit 98
Leadership o Cavalene Regan, forest Lake 225
Public Relations & Miche lle Leonard, Farmington Unit 189
Auxiliary Emergency Fund & Linda Bell Bayport 491

Organizational Support Pod
Parliamentarian/ Standing Rules Chairman 0 Barbara Klehr , Shakopee Unit 2
Finance oTeri Richardson Mahtomedi Unit 507
History o Sally Strasser, St Paul Park Unit 98
Memory Book d&Karla Otterness Winsted Unit 407
Past President Parley o Linda Kelly, Pine Island Unit 184
Nominating Committee  Chairman Miche lle Leonard, Farmington Unit 189

THANK YOU To 0uR,
AMERICAN LEGI0]




Apple Valley Unit 1776
Bayport Unit 491
Belle Plaine Unit 144
Brownton Unit 143
Chanhassen Unit 580
Chaska Unit 57
Cleveland Unit 207
Eagan Unit 594
Elysian Unit 311
Faribault Unit 43
Farmington Unit 189
Forest Lake Unit 225
Gaylord Unit 433
Glencoe Unit 95
Green Isle Unit 408
Hastings Unit 47
Hugo Unit 620
Hutchinson Unit 96
Inver Grove Hghts. Unit 424
Kilkenny Unit 380
Lafayette Unit 300

Le Center Unit 108
Lonsdale Unit 586
Mahtomed i Unit 507
Montgomery Unit 79
Morristown Unit 149
New Germany Unit 601
New Prague Unit 45
Nicollet Unit 510
North Mankato Unit 518
Northfield Unit 84
Norwood Unit 343
Pine Island Unit 184
Prior Lake Unit 447
Red Wing Unit 54
Rosemount Unit 65
St. Paul Park Unit 98
St. Peter Unit 37
Savage Unit 643
Shakopee Unit 2
Silver Lake 141

2025-2026 Unit Presidents

Mary Lyman
Rebecca Wolfe
Ruth Westphal
Marcie Baysinger
Kim Carlander
Christine Myhre
Lisa Stadler
Paulette Stark
Tamara Thayer
Gina Little
Kimberly Lomas
Cavalene Regan
Jill Hewitt

Mary Sellnow
Rosemary Theis
Rebecca Peterson
Mary Brake
Donna Telecky
Judy Thomsen
Janice Sellner
Anne Schuelke
Shauna Whipps
Andrea Zellner
Katie Busson
Debora Vlasak
Jean Pesta

Ann Bovy

Joni Tikalsky
Linda Wills

Lisa Roberts
Barbara Swenson
Diane Mackenthun
Anita Witthoeft
Betty Roe

Cindy Lohman
Jessica Luedtke
Stefanie Kittl eson
Jane Tate

Susan Harper
Tami Paul

Joyce Zajicek

Barbara Eitel
Tammy Sartwell
Julie Baruch
Gayle Grams

Stewart Unit 125
Waconia Unit 150
Winsted Unit 407
Winthrop Unit 314




Americanism

3rd District Year End Report
2025/2026

Joanne Joachuim , Chair

With 43 Units in District 3, | received 21 reports. 6 units participated in Americanism programs

at school. 12 in Flag education programs. Over 1100 flags were distributed . 12 units
participated in Veterands Day progr ams. 15 unit
Most members wore ALA branding when at these events. 10 units participated in youth

programs. 9 units participated in American Legion programs. Donation s $3755; hours

volunteered 1205.55

Vets Day programs:

Programs @ care centers; programs at schools; Ve
distributed 20 Quilts of Valor; programs at Post and local school; Color Guard; serving vets at
Last Mands Banquet; Vets day servitcrdeoainparadei f t s ;

served vets at Sr Ctr breakfast; gavet  -shirts to Vets.

Holiday or Community Events:

Juneteenth taste of Shakopee; 4 t of July -Flags @ Canterbury; Valentines day; Memorial Day;
Omelet Br ea kfa st with Post and SAL; Xmas celebrate with Legion& guests with meal; kids

Xmas party; Chamber Easter; National night out; County Fair; Heritage days parade;

Community Resource Fair; Community College Resource Fair; Hometown Holiday; Annual

Easter Egg hunt; Several units are involved in their town with Bkfst w/Santa, Santa visits and
Chamber Xmas. Bingo. Also, with Halloween festivities in their town. Le gion Poultry party;
decorate Legion for Xmas and Xmas tree at the park. Flag exchange; Vet of the Month
ceremony, 2 flag burning ceremonies. Riding in the floats at the 4t of July parade & helping
with chicken dinner fundraiser and pancake breakfast

Memorial Day Program:
Members part of the Honor Guard at ceremonies at local cemeteries. Encourage members
to place flowers at Tomb of Unknown Soldier

Cel ebrate AméBithdag:d6s 250

Unit will give pie & ice cream on a Music in the Park Nite in the summer, sponsoring window

displays in businesses for month of July. A unit made 250 greeting cards to be given to

returning Honor Flight vets. One unit has a committee to plan a variety of events all year

long & birthday potluck for Legion family. | believe units will be doing more to celebrate the

birthday onthe4 th"of July hol i day. Donét forget to recor

Americanism at School:

Unit awarded red, white, blue cords to HS grads entering the military. ALA scholarship to
grad HS senior, Jr members made pocket flags for active duty and Veterans. A unit made
back to school kits and gave to area schools



Certificates of Merit :

50 and under: 601 New Germany, 433 Gaylord, 380 Kilkenny

50 to 100: 144 Belle Plaine, 2 Shakopee, 92 Waconia, 141 Silver Lake
101 to 200: 311 Elysian, 57 Chaska, 43 Faribault, 79 Montgomery

201 and greater : 1776 Apple Valley, 225 Forest Lake

Unit regardless of membership : 184 Pine Island, 518 No. Mankato

Sieg & Ann Schmidtke Americanism Certificate of Award

Thayer Americanism Education Plaque




Community Service
3rd District Year End Report 2025 -2026
Barbara Van Eyll, Chair

| received Community Service reports from 20 Units with only 1 reporting they did not
participate.

These 13 Units reported volunteering hours: individual members totaling 1,518; Units totaling
2,511. Monies spent/donated: individual members totaling $1,676; Units totaling $27,366. Unit
members traveled 8,547 miles volunteering their time. Most Units not ed that while
volunteering members wore Auxiliary apparel and pins.

It was amazing to read how these Units served their communities with Valentine Day Omelet
Breakfast, Easter Egg hunts, Halloween parties, Cookies or Breakfast with Santa, Family Bingo
parties. Some Units held garage sales, bake and craft sales and a quilt raffle, made treat
baskets/ free omelets for 1 st Responders 0 fire department, sheriff, police and medics, held a
Breast Cancer Fundraiser, Relay for Life.

Many Units reached out to the needy in their communities by holding food and cereal

drives, donated to local food shelf, sock drives, donated winter jackets, caps and mittens to

an elementary school, made tie blankets for children at an elementary school a ffected by
Ice, made blankets, hats and wheelchair bags for a local care facility, sponsored a

Christmas Giving Tree;

These Units supported Veterans and their families in their community in many ways:

Christmas gift baskets to Veterans and Auxiliary shut  -ins; volunteered with Fishing with Friends
Veterans Fishing Day; donated yarn to make lap blankets for local and neighb oring town
Veterans; served meals for their Legion; one Unit had Honor Quilts made for Veterans in their
community.

Individual Unit members volunteered at their local food shelf, libraries, history center, church

dinners; blood drives; board member for Beyond the Yellow Ribbon; joined their community

Crime Prevention Board; participated in the community National Night O ut; member of the
communityds Redevel opment Authority providing ho

Many thanks to President Ann for this appointment.
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT RECOMMENDATIONS:
Units (50 and under membership)  Unit 343 Norwood, Unit 601 New Germany
Units (51 -100 membership) Unit 2 Shakopee, Unit 491 Bayport,

Unit 144 Belle Plain, Unit 518 North Mankato
Units (101 8 200 membership) Unit 57 Chaska, Unit 79 Montgomery

Units (201 and up membership) Unit 311 Elysian

Juanita Lutz Community Service Certificate:




Memorial
3" District Year End Report
2025-2026
Tamara Thayer , Chair

Memorial reports were received fron23 out of 45 total units in 3 District. Thosereports were:
Bayport Unit 491, 62 members, 0 deceased

Belle Plaine Unit 144, 83 members, 1 deceased Sr.

Chanhassen Unit 580, 63 members, 2 deceased Sr.

Chaska Unit 57, 128 members, 5 seniors deceased.

Cleveland Unit 207, 37 members. 1 deceased Sr.

Elysian Unit 311, 172 members, 3 seniors deceased. Plus 1 senior the family pd membership directly to department bu
R2SayQi &dK2g¢g 2y 2dzNJ NPaGSNJ GKAa &SI N
Faribault Unit 43, 179 members, 6 senior memtagseased.

Farmington Unit 189, 0 deceased

Forest Lake Unit 225, 210 members, 0 deceased.

Gaylord Unit 433, 53 members. 1 deceased Sr.

Hutchinson Unit 96, 124 members, 4 deceased Sr.

Inver Grove Heights Unit 424, UNK membership, 1 deceased Sr.

Montgomery Unit 79, 110 members, 5 deceased Sr.

New Germany Unit 601, 19 members, O deceased

Northfield Unit 84, 26 members, 1 senior deceased

N. Mankato Unit 518, 86 members, 0 deceased

Pine Island Unit 184, 87 members, 2 deceased Sr.

Shakopee Unit 2, 78 members, 0 deceased

Silver Lake Unit 141, 56 members, 2 deceased senior members.

Stewert Unit 125, UNK membership, 1 deceased Sr.

Waconia Unit 150, 92 members, 1 deceased Sr.

Winsted Unit 407, 2 senior members deceased

38 senior memberpassedaway in 39 district in 2026.

TotalMemorial Donations reported: $3,075
Memorialsreceivedf N2 Y (G KS RSOSIF &SR YSYoSNRa TFlYAfte 2N Sai

A summary from the reports submitted shows the following ceremonies our units
participated in: Draping the Charter; attending funerals; speaking at the funeral and one
gave the Eulogy; presenting the family with a poppy or placing it on the grave as the District
or Unit Chaplain spoke at the funeral. Some units placed th e Auxiliary funeral marker at
local graves and gave one to the family at the funeral if the member was to be buried out

of town. The deceased members picture and obituary were posted by the charter for the
month the charter was draped. The chaplain pres ented large poppies to the family
members. Many units reported that they participated in the Honor Guard at funerals and
for the Memorial Day service. A special program was given by several units to honor the
Four Chaplains. Elysian Unit 311 invited all a rea clergy for a free omelet breakfast, and a
program about the Four Chaplains. Those area chaplains were given a certificate of
appreciation and a wooden cross centerpiece for all they do serving the veterans and
citizens of their community. In theirin  vitation was enclosed a handout about the 4
Chaplains, inspiring several to include the story in the sermon, and one put it in their church



newsletter. Their group photo and the story of the 4 Chaplains were put in the paper.

POW/MIA display is visible by the public all the time, but on special occasions the ceremony

is conducted to explain the items in the display to the public at events a nd to pay honor to
the POW/MIA that it represents.

Other Memorial/Chaplain services provided by Units:

The Chaplains prayed at the beginning and closing of meetings and before meals for all

Legion family events. Units sent cards to the sick, and sympathy cards to families. Prayed for
members having upcoming surgery. Forest Lake co -hosts a wi dowihnveiad ower 0s
Christmas time. Hutchinson sent 16 prayers to the Department Book of Prayers. Hutchinson

also made 204 luminaries for the Stroll for Hope. Shakopee set up a meal train for a member
going through cancer treatment. Many units reported visiting memb ers in the hospital or
shut-ins and offering prayer. Kathy Larson of Faribault Unit 43 makes a small memorial she
designs with a red colored foil base containing a small flag, a poppy, and a name sign of

the deceased with an ALA symbol, with her name, Memb ership #, and years of service. The
reports were well done.

Certificates of Merit:

Units (102200 membership)
Unit 57 Chaska

Unit 311 Elysian

Unit 43 Faribault

Unit 96 Hutchison

Under 50:
Unit 207 Cleveland
Unit 601,New Germany

Units (51¢ 100 membership)

Unit 144Belle Plaine Units (201 and greater membership)
Unit 580Chanhassen Unit 225 Forest Lake

Unit 184Pine Island

Unit 2Shakopee Units (regardless of membership)

Unit 79 Montgomery
Unit 141 Silver Lake

Nancy Lemke Mewer i al Pl a



Children and Youth
3rd District Year End Report
2025-2026
Karen Rassemusen , Chair

Of the 45 units in District 3, 22 submitted something to the Children and Youth program and six did not
participate nor elaborate on any activities. The tallying of the volunteer hours, 1,967, and counting the over
1100 veterans that were served, the nga#l,800 children and 4,700 community members with $19,750 raised
and donated and $5,426 of-kind donations, this

program has had a positive effect in the American Legion Auxiliaries and their communities where they are
active.

{ SOSY dzyAGa LI NILAOALI GSR Ay "iomdaNdlyiredindingdnenibetsNd wédr £ A
purple on that day, or passing out flyers, to having an Omelet Breakfast free for military kids or having
students wear purple for a treat and, if the entire class wore purple, they earned a pizza lunch. The Military
KAt RNByQa ¢lFofS Aa OFGOKAY3a 2y G6AOK FADS dzyAda F
no Youth Hero, Good Deed, or Kids of Deployed Hero Awards in C8dtristpast year. Some units presented
Good Citizenship Awards.

There were many other activities besides those suggested on the report form. Units do lots of activities with
the kids for Halloween with Trunk or Treat, or a Spook Trail, Santa activities and visits from Santa and Mrs.
Claus for the holidays, and EastggBHunts. Kids make Christmas cards to send to adtityeservice

members and veterans and write thank yous to veterans to be displayed in the Legion. Children in Special
Olympics were helped, and parties were given for those with special needs. Stwbetsaught the Pledge

of Allegiance, and they helped with poppies, they learned from veterans, competed in coloring contests, wroti
essays, and did Eagle Scout projects with help from their unit. Girl Scout cookies were purchased to be sent
overseastot8 YA E AGEFNB 2NJ F2NJ 6KS F22R aKStF¥ G2 0SS dzaSi
were collected to raise funds for the Ronald McDonald Houses. Students were sent to Legionville Safety Can
and girls to Girls State. Stuffed animals and tegse given to the Ambulance Service, the pediatric wing and

/| KAt RNByQa |1 2aLAGFE® . FO1LIO1a YR a0K22ft &dzLJLX A
fldzyRNE a2l L) 62 G¢KS bSaidzé I NRB2Y rystholl&ki® stianBK &
to go to for free; treated high school sport teams to Burger Night for tdauitding; military honor cords given

to seniors entering the military and Blue Star Banners to their parents. Children have been able to have fun
with Bingq crafts, and face painting.

Certificates of Merit

Units (50 & under) Units (52100) Units (102200) Units (201 and greater)
Unit 207 Cleveland Unit 144Belle Plaine Unit 57Chaska Unit 225Forest Lake
Unit433Gaylord Unit 518 North Mankato Unit 311 Elysian
Unit 601New Germany  Unit 2Shakopee Unit 43 Faribault

Unit 79Montgomery

Shirley Hamre Children and Youth Plaque:




SHAKOPEE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY - UNIT 2

UP DAY

Shakopee Christma s




Junior Activities
3" District Year End Report
2025-2026
Chair Lynn Duffy

There are 45 Units is the 3rd District. Of those, 9 Units submitted reports. There are just two
Units with organized juniors three Units do not have organized juniors, one Unit does not have
any juniors, and one Unit is partially organized. The reportin g Units represent 52 juniors.

Of the eight Units with juniors, one Unit participated in the District Junior Fun Event. It was an
informative day. The juniors played games that helped them learn more about the Auxiliary

then spent an afternoon at the Aliveo Army Museum where they had hands -on experience
with the artifacts.

As a whole the District Juniors volunteered for a total of 477 hours, 275 of which were directly

in service to veterans. Two Units raised a total of $426 that was used for a local elementary
school for supplies and for the Poppy Fund. They participated i n parades, Poppy Palooza,
Special Needs Christmas and Spring Hop, assisted the Auxiliary Units in Poppy fundraising,
indoor ice fishing event, Memorial Day Event, Veterans Day events and two Units had a Miss

Poppy.

Three juniors worked on the Patch program and earned a total of six patches.
Merits winners

Units (50 & under ) Norwood Unit 343

Units (51-100) Montgomery Unit 79,

Units (101-200) Belle Plaine Unit 144, Elysian Unit 311, St Paul Park Unit 98 Hutchinson Unit 96 Chaska
Unit 57.

Units (201 and greater membership ) Forest Lake Unit 225

The Luverne B. Marier Plaque is awarded to:

The Pat Kerber Junior Membership Plaque is awarded to:




Legislation

art
- Veter sk

Fin The
Properky
¢ Tax!
LIRA AL

ON THE HILL




National Security
3" District Year End Report
2025-2026
Wendy Arend, Chair
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commitment to the National Security mission. Of those, 20 units submitted reports, reflecting engaged
participation and providing a representative snapshot of distride efforts in support of servicemembers,
veteransand their families.

Across the 3 District, units actively engaged with military family readiness efforts, ensuring representation in
each branckspecific support structure. One unit supported each of the following: the U.S. Navy Family
Readiness Group (FRG), U.S. Army Soldier and Raadiypess Group (SFRG), U.S. Air Force Key Spouse
Program, U.S. Marine Corps Family Readiness Program, and the U.S. Coast Gudiie] Rvogkam. These

efforts reflect a weltounded and intentional approach to supporting military familezess all service

branches.

District 3 units collaborated with several nationally recognized organizations dedicated to serving
servicemembers and their families. While there was no reported participation with Armed Forces YMCA Fooc
t FYONRSE 2N 0KS 5SLI N2F¥SY®22F SESRAFNaAS I adIgBEY Azy /Al
other areas. Three units supported the USO, seven units worked with the Quilts of Valor Foundation, and fou
units partnered with Blue Star Families. These partnerships highligRtih& (fdkhsnita@ddible, mission

driven impact where engagement is strongest and most effective.
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continued recognition of outstanding service and dedication within our communities.

Use of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) resources was reported by one unit, reinforcing
ongoing efforts to honor and remember those who remain unaccounted for.
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engagement around suicide prevention, working to reduce stigma and encourageélkilpg behaviors

among veterans and servicemembers. These efforts reflect a growing commitment to addressiegttd

health challenges faced by those who have served.

Finally, 19 units across the 3rd District reported maintaining POW/MIA or Missing Man table displays, serving
powerful and visible reminders of the ongoing mission to account for all who served.
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engagement, strategic partnerships, and visible acts of remembrance. While opportunities remain to expand
participation in certain initiativeshé R A & (icdlleddvie Bffbrts reflect dedication, respect, and a steadfast
commitment to those who serve and sacrifice for our nation.

Certificates of Merit

50 and Undebnit 343Norwood
51-100:Unit 2 Shakopee

101-200: Unit 311 Elysian, 43 Faribault
200 andup Unit 225 Forest Lake

Barbara Stussy National Security ~ Award:




POPPY
3" District Year End Report
2025-2026
Tami Paul, Chair

For the 2025-2026 reportingyear,23 units in Minnesotads 3rd District

Program and honor our veterans. Throughout the year, our members ordered 31,450 small poppies and 156
large poppies from department, and made 34,100 small poppies and 4,250 large poppies, 1,500 of which were
handmade by veterans themselves.

The community saw the poppyds impact in countless wa)
establishments, making poppies available to people where they live and work. Ads in local newspapers helped
spread awareness of the program, and several units hosted booths at the county fair and their city days.

Posters explaining the significance of the poppy were made and displayed, and a special display was set up at
the local library. Units also donated poppy-themed books to local schools and libraries, along with handing out
poppy coloring books to Children.

Poppy-themed events brought our communities together in even more ways. 738 poppy cards were displayed

by units. Four units held Little Miss Poppy contests, and another five organized poppy poster contests in their
local schools, engaging young people and encouraging creativity. Nine units made a point to hand out poppies

to local elected officials at city council meetings along with asking them to declare May Poppy month.

Fundraising efforts were strong, with our units reporting, raising a combined $55,659.15. This success was
thanks to the dedication of 321 Legion Family members who helped with poppy distribution. On National Poppy
Day, Friday, May 23rd, 2025, 15 units celebrated in their communities.

Six units hosted Poppy Palooza events, which brought together 83 Legion Family members and one local Boy
Scout troop. Nine units used the funds raised to supfy
Honor Flight, directly benefiting veterans with meaningful experiences.

This year, the 3rd District proudly met Department P
just one, but four Poppy Palooza events in Forest Lake, St. Paul Park, Cleveland, Waconia and Shakopee,

Along with Apple Valley hosting one for their unit.

The combined efforts of our 23 units show the true spirit of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through creativity,
commitment, and a deep sense of community, we have ensured that the legacy of the poppy, and the veterans

it honors remains strong in the 3rd District of Minnesota

Certificate of Merits goto  as Follows:

Units 50 & under Membership Units 101 - 200 Membership Units regardless of

1. Unit 343, Norwood 1. Unit 57, Chaska Membership number

2.Unit 601, New Germany 2.Unit 311, Elysian 1. Unit 2, Shakopee

3.Unit 189, Farmington 3. Unit 79, Farmington 2. Unit 507, Mahtomedi/Willeme
4. Unit 207, Cleveland 4. Unit 96, Hutchinson 3. Unit 144, Belle Plaine

1. Unit 518, North Mankato Membership

2. Un!t 150, Waconia 1. Unit 225, Forest Lake

3. Unit 580, Chanhassen 2.Unit 1776, Apple Valley

4.Unit 491, Bayport



Poppy Poster winners:

Class 1Milianna PoeschlFaribault, Unit 43
Class 2Lydia MontgomeryMorristown, Unit 149
Class 3Evelyn MelcherMorristown, Unit 149
Class 4No Entry

Class 5Katie DickmanShakopee, Unit 2

Class 6No Entry

Class 7No Entry

Doris Fink Poppy
Plaque

Savage Poppy
Plaque




3rd District American Legion Auxiliary
2025-2026 District Annual Report
St Peter Regional Treatment Center
Darlene Wondra , chair

St Peter Regional Treatment Center has about 25 Veterans in various part of the Treatment Center.
At their annual Pheasant dinner this past fall, we the Third District gave each Veteran a long sleeve
T-shirt and personal care items.

This April we sponsored their Spring party with a pocket T-shirt and pizza party, also trivia was played
with personal care gifts as prizes. The pizzas and pop were donated by Dominos.

Thank you for your donations towards the St Peter Regional Center, the veterans there look forward
to our events that we honor them with.

| do go there once a month to do mending and sewing for the residents there.

Part of our District President Annds project is
at their Irene Gluek Memorial Park. It will be very well used. President Ann attended the Spring party
and was able to see the progress on her project.

3rd District American Legion Auxiliary
2025-2026 District Annual Report
Risk and Compliance
Teri Richardson , treasurer

There are 45 units in thé®®istrict. Unfortunately, 3 units have turned in their charter this year leaving
42 units. Rsk and Compliance reports were received from 20 units.

Of the 20 Units reporting, 20 Units have checking accounts and 16 have savings.

13 units require 1 signature on the checks, 6 require 2 signatures and 1 requires 3.

Of the 20 units reporting, 14 Units complete an annual audit and some of the other units have the Treasurers
bring in the bank statement to each meeting to compare the data.

Of the 20 units reporting 16 units filed their annuall99Per the information gathered by tH& Bistrict

Treasurer of the 42 Units in the District all but 6 have filed their 990N. Emails were sent to the 6 units, and a
response was received from 2 that they are taking care of it.

We have 2 or 3 active units that are in revocation.

Certificates of Merit

50 and Under: Kilkenny Unit 380, New Germany Unit 601, Northfield Unit 84,
Norwood Unit 343, Savage Unit 643

51-100: Bayport Unit 491, Belle Plaine Unit 144, Chanhassen Unit 580,
Waconia Unit 150
101-200: Chaska Unit 57, Elysian Unit 311, Faribault Unit 179,

Montgomery Unit 79, North Mankato Unit 518
200 and Up:  Apple Valley Unit 1776, Forest Lake Unit 225,



3rd District American Legion Auxiliary
2025-2026 District Annual Report
Kim Carlander, Chair

Things are going well at the AFSC! O
spent volunteering there is that things are constantly changlng at the

center. We constantly need to ‘ .

adapt to the needs of those who
utilize the facility, there are also
changing security protocols, there
are changes and construction
improvements within the airport,
and of course changes to make
the most of our budget. The AFSC
is happy to announce that as of
April 11th, hot dogs will now be available once again! Hot
dogs were a very popular food item but had not been offered
since the move into the new facility. We also added toasted
cheese sandwiches along with our other usual array of items.
Another highlight of this year for the AFSC was a grant from
the American Legion Foundation that allowed the facility to
get a new and much needed freezer/refrigerator added to the
kitchen. The AFSC appreciates all that the American Legion
Family does to make the facility possible. The AFSC is
completely run on donations, so please continue to support
this amazing place that assists so many of our military and
their families. | would also encourage those who might be
interested to become a volunteer at the AFSC. The hours are — -
very flexible and it ds Waarevosatey onsth@ Becosucfflgor altge eetoarp:e rioe
to A concourse. New signage has just been added to further assist people to the center. Please feel

free to stop in and have a tour if you are inside security and have a moment. We would love to show

you around! Thank you Madam President for this appointment.




Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
And Service to veterans
3rd District Year End Report
2025-2026
Linda Kelly, Chair

VA&R has so many parts to it and it affects so many veterans. We are lucky to have eight
veteransd homes and four VA Medical Center where
in Minnesota. Many of our 3 @ District members volunteer at a facility with events or just sitting

and visiting with our veterans, which is greatly appreciated.

That being said, VAR also includes Creative Arts, Quilts of Valor, Wreaths Across America, Gift
Shop, the Fisher House, and Honor Flight and our units excelled in their donations of money,
time, and goods to these programs.

Some of the projects taken on by our units:

Adopted veterans residing in our veterans® homes
Support of individual events at one of the veterans' homes such as bingo

Greeting cards are sent to our veterans and our current military.

Buddy -check calls were made.

Transportation of veterans to vote, shop and appointments

Sewn items that are requested by our homes were made.

Quiilts of Valor sewn and presented to veterans.

Radiation/Chemo kits were put together.

Mn Veterans Food Pantry

The building of a ramp for a veterands home

Laying wreaths at Veteran cemeteries

OQur veterans are at the heart of our organizatio
our family that raised their hand and dedicated their time to our country. The VA&R is a

great way to show our appreciation to them.

Certificates of Merit according to membership

Unit 43 o Faribault Unit 59 8 Chaska

Unit 79 6 Montgomery Unit 96 6 Hutchison

Unit 98 o St. Paul Park Unit 311 3 Elysian

Lois Wenz Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation PI
150 and wunder in memberships

Over 150 member ships

Service to Veterans Dolly Huron and Darlene Wondra Service to Veterans Certificate:




8 Vateran Resilience Project
VRP, som iy

_ FREE EMOR Therapy for Vaterans,
Military Service Members, and Sponse:
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