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2024-2025 Third District
President Tamara Thayer
dBringing Smiles to Veteransa

This has been a wonderful opportunity to see all the ways our 45 Units in these 10 counties have served o
veterans, communities, and youth. | appreciated all the invitations to your meetings and special events. |
enjoyed the camaraderie, partiegivia night, salad luncheon, doing talks on the Four Chaplains, talks on my
project, Memorial Day Keynote speaker, presenting essay awards, conducted Initiation of new members, met
with Unit officers on how to get their membership up, etc.

A special thank you to ouf®@istrict Legion Family Leaders for their
teamwork, Legion Commander Joe Tappainer, and SAL Commander David
# Arend, in planning many District events, beginning with our Summer Picnic for
&4 the new leadership to meet and get their Program Chair guidebooks laaue:
| a potluck with the Legion family. We then held 2 opportunities féE8strict to
meet at the National Convention in New Orleans, with a dinner cruise and
meeting at the National WWII Museum for a group photo émtiear the &
g District Band perform. District events we held were the Fall Family Gathering
| hosted by 3'Dist. Auxiliary at the Elysian Legion, the Mithter Conference
in Lonsdale, and the Spring Membership Rally hosted by SAL at St Paul Park
Legion. | was so proud to have my mother, Edna Thayer, as our guest speaker
for the Fall Family Gathering talkiagout the many ways to bring smiles to
{ SGSNY ya UGKNRdzZZK KdzYy2 N L GKAY]l S@F€
mints in the shape of teeth served the Fall Gathering, Migvinter,
Testimonial, Convention, and at every free dental clinic. What a great way to really jump start my theme and
project.

a® 0(0KSYS gla a.NAy3IAy3dI {YAfSa (2 +SGSNI yade I &
shared some each month in our newsletters. Thank you all for the creative ideas!

My project was to provide 3 free dental clinics for veterans with a goal of raising $5,000. | chose this
project because only 7% of all veterans have dental coverage and of the veterans who qualify for VA medical
only 15% have dental coverage. Fitgt free dental clinic was partnered with the Mankato State University
Dental Program. My second Interprofessional Clinic was held at RCTC in Rochester with their Dental Hygier
Students and Bridges, PC of Winona which provided nurses and social smorkeovide resources and
services in their expertise. This second clinic was held on 3 different days. The third free clinic was held at
Mission Outpost, Burnsville. All together we provided free dental care for 63 veterans, with over 100
volunteers. Thanks to the generosity of the Legion Family: Posts, Auxiliaries, SAL, and individual members, tl
donations are over $16,000 to date. Full examsys, fluoride treatments, and dentist evaluations valued at
$12,000 was provided by volunteers. Thetorative care: extractions, fillings, crowns, and partial dentures
were provided by my fund and are expected to use the full amount. The cost of the individual restorative care
over $5,000 was referred to a VSO to apply for a grant and any pending aniypaid will be covered by
our fund. At least 6 veterans are in this process. Thank you to our Auxiliary Units who donated dental
supplies to be given to each veteran attending the clinics. Thanks to the Junior members who provided denta
carekitsupJt ASa yR [ G0GSYRSR (KS 5Aa0NAOG o Cdzy 51 & S¢
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have this opportunity, and it really did make them smile.

All of our Executive Committee, Program Chairmen, and Committee Members really went above and
beyond with their duties this year, and | thank them for their commitment to the Auxiliary and in serving
veterans. Highlights are reported in their annugports.

A special thanks to our Department President Judy Ackerman for her leadership and t\@RiRbbin
Dorf, and 2¢VP Linda Kelly. All 4 of us started working together at the National Convention in New Orleans
with the Community

hdzi NBF OK t NP2SOG KStLAY3 gAGK H OSGSNIYaAaQ K2YSao
Department Rally held this year.

At the national convention | was honored to be one of two Pages for the MN delegation. | attended all the
aSaairzya yR aLISOAlLt S@Syta la ¢Sttt a |y 2LWGA2Y
forward to

attending my %' national convention in Tampa this August and guarantee you if you decide to join us this year
you will be inspired with the wealth of information and networking opportunities to bring back to our state.
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Project. Thanks also to my family who supported me this year. My daughter Alli Cooney helped at the Junio
Fun Event and made the poppy crochetgnats for my officers. My daughter and hygienist Andrea Nelson
volunteered at my clinics and arranged for all the volunteer hygienists at the Burnsville Clinic, and provided
the volunteers with thank you gifts.

Thank you for the opportunity and honor to serve as ydéib8strict President!

SAVE THE DATE |
LEGION GIWINGTU ES DAY |

Giving Tuesday is @ movement that encourages mﬁ.tﬂﬂl‘lw
celebrate generosity. Held on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, it
‘napires people oll aver the world to make o difference togethar mihmr
communities. Giving Teesday is Dec. 3. We invite you to join us b-,r
making a gift to The American Legion. You'll help support vitol programs
for veterans, their ﬁ_umilles and our youth. Together we canmake a
lacting impact this Giving Tuesday!
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May
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District Membership Rally held in Pine Island. | had my book display and dressed in character as
G.FNDPIFENF CNARGOKASE a L G2fR KSNJ aG2NEB Ay FAN

17" ¢ 18" Third Dist. Convention in New Prague. My Theme, Symbol, Pin, and list of officers and
chairman were ratified. Later, | dmsted a welcome reception for the attendees of the 3rd District
convention. | attended the District Convention and subsequentlyrigdirst Post Executive Board
Meeting. | was given the gavel by Outgoing President Deanna Meyer. It was an honor to be installed :
the evening banquet by Past Dist. Pres. Karla Otterness. | was touched to have my mother Edna Tha
do the pnning.

24" ¢ National Poppy Day, | spoke d$District President at three3grade classes on the meaning of

the poppy. Explained what the American Legion Auxiliary is.

24" ¢ Decorated 18 graves in 4 cemeteries for Memorial Day

27" - Memorial Day, | served as the Keynote Speaker in Elysian, where | was introduced as the new
District President. Ireland Cooney (my granddaughter), Little Miss Poppy laid the poppy wreath. I
was also in the early morning Honor Guard at 6 cemetenmsWaterville Veterans Memorial.

318t ¢ Morristown Dam Days, | met their Auxiliary President and a couple officers, toured their Legion,
and | marched in their parade.

2"d ¢ Presented District Americanism essay awards at St Paul Park

39 ¢ QOV presentation for Mayor Tom McBroom

8" ¢ 3" Dist Joint Testimonial for Deanna Meyer Aux. Pres, Rod Reifsteck Commander, and SAL
Commander Dave Arend in LeCenter.

9" and 16" - Marched in 2 June Parades: Waterville Bullhead Days and Janesville Hay Daze

14h¢! GGSYRSR | vhz LINBaSyualdAz2y Ay CIFNROLFdzZ G 7F2
veteran who served in Iraq, and her husband Army Col. Tim Sikorski.
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July & ¢ Marched with Color Guard wearing3 A & G NA OG t NBAARSY (i Qa tAy A
the visiting color guard units about my project when back inside our Legion.

7t ¢ 3" Dist Legion Family Picnic for incoming chairman and committee members in Apple Valley

10" ¢ 13" Department Convention in Willmar. Attended caucus Thursday and Friday, installation
Saturday and formal photo taken with my district sisters and Dept President Judy Ackerman. I
attended the Dept. Executive Committee meeting. | handed oubDmstrict 3 President pins and pens

to all the District sisters and others.



27" ¢ Helped pack 50,000 meals for veterans in Stewart
August

1 3¢ Department Executive Committee Meeting, Anoka. | gave a report®atis®ict and my
t NBAARSYy(iQa tNR2SOG:X ¢KSYS>: D2FfxX {@Yo2fI tAy
resolutions, program reports, etc. that was discussed.

1 9" ¢ Spoke to Unit 311, Elysian about my project and was given a donation

1 10" ¢ 3 District Executive Committee Meeting held at Elysian Post 311. We approved thénew 3
District website, the annual budget, and lots of agenda items.

1 20" ¢ attended the Post 311 Executive Board meeting

1 23¢ 29" | attended the National Convention in New Orleans.

1 Arrived one day early to volunteer with the Community Outreach Program to help 2 veterans with
their homes. There were 5 of us from Minnesota. The event was on the national news and all 5 of
us from MN were caught in that footage that aired nationwidestifkshot of me carrying a board
gl & dzAaSR Ay (GKS ylFidAz2ylt [S3IA2y YIFILTAYS (2

1 Served as one of two Pages for the Minnesota delegation. The Department President Sharon
picked the top 2 districts for membership to be the Pages.

1 Planned with the Dist. Commander and SAL Commander and organized feto2ogéters with
our attendees from 3 District. The first was a dinner cruise on a paddle boat. The second event
was attending the national WWII Museum and hear the MND@st. Band play there. | had
ordered 3¢ District banners ahead of time for photo ops at both events. Everyone who attended
these events received Mardi Gras beads for the theme.

1 Attended ALL National Convention meetings, sessions, and special events.

L FTGGSYRSR +y 2LIA2yIE a.S (GKS hySé OSNE AYL
1 1 wore my 3 District name badge the whole time to represent our District.

=

September

1 7" ¢ Attended Legionville Camporee. | Had a tour and ate lunch.
1 10" ¢ Spoke to Unit 311, Elysian on project and received a donatlon chﬁfbk Spoke on my free
dental clinics to Montgomery Unit 79 and received a check = = ~
and Kolackies.
1 21%tc Attended Dept. Harvest Rally in Fridley
1 28" ¢ Third Dist. Fall Family Gathering in Elysian

October

1 1stq Attended Hugo Unit meeting

f sh¢! GGSYRSR tlaid tNBaai
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meeting at Forest Lake

1 19" ¢ Attended the District 3 Junior Activity Fun Day at St
Paul Park.



1 24¢ 26" ¢ Fall Dept Conference in St Cloud. DEC on 10/24. Lunch with National President Trish
2 NR® 5A4a0G® o O2YLISGSR Ay 5SLI® t NBad WdzRe ¢
November
f 2" ¢ Third District ALA Birthday Party at Norwood. Wonderful speakers on teaching Americanism
in the classroom.
1 4™ ¢ Bayport Unit meeting
! 11" ¢ Held the % Free Dental Clinic for veterans at Mankato State University. Many hours
preparing for this event, provided a lunch for the volunteers and a certificate of appreciation. The
oldest veteran served at the 3 clinics was a WWII veteran in Mankato.
1 28" ¢ Guest speaker at Post 311, Elysian about my project
December
1 2" Member Initiation at St Paul Park
1 6™ ¢ Bayport Christmas Bake Sale
7" ¢ Attended Department Pearl Harbor Rally in Spicer
 ™m&8c¢{2fR Y& 0221a 6A0GK I @GSGSNrya RAALA L& (I
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! 11" ¢ Enjoyed a Christmas potluck and BINGO party at Stewart Unit.
January 2025
f 24" ¢ Set up in Lonsdale for Mid/inter with Deb Chicos, Amy Larsen, and Al Loney.
f 25" ¢ Third District MidWinter Conference, Lonsdale?®istrict made a video of us singing
G, 2dzZQNBE | DNI}YYR htR Cfl 3¢ F2NJ GKS ylLaA2ylf |
February
1 3¢ Guest speaker on the Four Chaplains Day to the Chanhassen Unit meeting
1 4" ¢ St Peter Unit officers meeting to discuss ways to grow their unit and answered many questions
1 14" Interviewed on KIMT news about the upcoming dental clinic
1 15" ¢ Attended the SAL Steak Dinner fund raiser and made announcement about my dental clinics
1 18" ¢ First day of the ? free dental clinic for veterans at RCTC in Rochester
1 19" ¢ Guest Speaker on Four Chaplains for Hutchinson American Legion Family combined with
Post/Aux/SAL together
1 22¢ Last Convention Steering Committee meeting in Forest Lake
1 250 ¢2"day of the 29 free dental clinic at RCTC. Interviewed fof&tizne but with the Dept.
Dental Hygiene Dean and the head of Bridges, PC. It was aired on KIMT channel 3, and KTTC us
some of the footage for their channel 10 news.
1 27" Spoke on my project and answered a variety of Auxiliary questions at Savage Unit 643.

Presented with a check.



March

April

15t ¢ Dist Gathering Membership Rally at St Paul Park hosted by SAL.

4% ¢ Third day of the Z free dental clinic at RCTC. Talked with the head of the Bridges, PC on
resources veterans may need that come to their clinic in Winona. President of RCTC visited the
clinic and interviewed me about why veterans need this clinic. He was moved and dtiered
increase the clinics from 3 to 8 at RCTC beginning in the Fall!

8 ¢ Spring DEC meeting in Chanhassen.

8 ¢ Dept. Appreciation Rally, Chanhassen

10" ¢ Brownton Unit/Post/SAL Birthday party and potluck. The Dept Commander, Dept President,
and | talked about our projects. It was a wonderful social and meal.

11" ¢ Participated in the Unit 311 Paint and Sip class.

15" ¢ Competed in the TV Sitcom Trivia Night hosted by the Shakopee Unit. My team consisted of
Joanne Joachim, her sister and brotie#aw, and my daughter Andrea and somlaw. We had a
great time and won prizes.

22nd- Attended the SAL Fishing Contest and announced on the microphone when the next dental
clinic was. | had on my Dist 3 Pres. Pin and answered questions about the district events.
Granddaughter worked the food stand and we both won prizes.

22" ¢ Enjoyed a delicious Salad Luncheon Fundraiser in Faribault, open to the public and in a
packed Legion, their Unit President Gina Little introduced me on stage to talk about my project,
thank you Ginal

22 ¢ attended a QOV meeting

5 - Helped set up for the Steak and Shrimp Fundraiser at Post 311 benefitting the FFA. Introduce
as Dist Pres, | used the mic to announce my project and details for the last clinic.

6" ¢ 100" Birthday Celebration for Mahtomedi. What a wonderful display of their history, slide
show, drawings, food, and a great crowd.

7 ¢ Unit 311 meeting, | announced the last dental clinic and many things going on in the district.
My granddaughter asked the Mayor to declare May as Poppy Month.

9t ¢ Veterans Day on the Hill. Rode the bus from Mankato to the St Paul Armory to hear speakers
and have lunch. | announced on the bus and passed out my clinic flyer. | met a politician Bjorn
Anderson who was very interested in meeting to find a solutomthe dental needs of veterans.

We are meeting later to discuss in detail what can be done.

11t ¢ 12, Dept. Junior Conference in anoka. AdBstrict President, | attended with my
granddaughter.

13" ¢ Worked the Purple Up omelet breakfast fundraiser to support military kids

14" ¢ attended the Post 311 Executive meeting to invite them to the Testimonial and upcoming
district convention

19" ¢ Last Free Dental Clinic for Veterans hosted at Mission Outpost in Burnsville. At every clinic
the volunteers were given my pin, pen, appreciation certificate, and teeth mints. At this last one,
my daughter donated gift bags with a candle, thank yotengaster candy, $25 gift card for each



1 volunteer. Pat Kassel from Savage donated an Ollive Garden meal and Edna Thayer donated

desserts.
1 26" ¢ Wrapped the QOV as Dist Pres. in Elysian.
T 26" GGSYRSR I NBOSLIiA2Yy F2NI5NBgS {I YRS | bl @
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1 27" ¢ Helped plan the Third District Joint Testimonial in Lonsdale. Gave a summary of my project
and appreciation gifts to my officers, program chairs and committee members.
1 29" ¢ Vietnam Event in Faribault with social, wings, and video at their Post 43

May

f 12" ¢Installed at Unit 311 President and will give them my summary of year as Dist 3 President.

f 16" ¢ Third District Executive Bd meeting, Forest Lake. Dinner for Past District 3 leadership and
outgoing Commanders and President.

f 17" ¢ Third District Convention, Forest Lake. | spent hours preparing a short power point of my
dental clinics and year as President.

20" ¢ I do the New Member Initiation for Apple Valley Unit 1776

T 26"caSY2NARIE 51F& {SNWAOSZI LQY Ay | 2y 2NJ) Ddzr NR
Memorial, followed by the Elysian Memorial Day Service duties.

July

1 3¢ Dist President duties in Forest Lake, and will stay over night there.
1 4" ¢ March in the Forest Laké"bf July Parade

1 9" -DEC meeting at Department Convention
1 10" ¢ 12" Dept Convention

August

1 National Convention in Tampa, Florida
- 215t Arrive in Tampa. | was thévolunteer to sign up to volunteer for the Mission Outreach
Project.
- 22 29" - Serveas delegate
- Will plan 39 District getto-gathers again with Commanders.
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with 8 free dental clinics at RCTC

Nov 11, 202% MSU together with me will host a Free Dental Clinic for veterans.

Note: There were also many phone calls from Unit officers with questions, and emails to answer, zoor
meetings, etc. For the clinics, there were many meetings with the clinic managers to go over the planning
creating the flyers and distributing them as Mvel also attended my monthly Unit 311 meetings, fundraisers,
and activities. | only listed the Unit activities when | had Dist 3 duties. It was an amazing year and so rewardi
to see the impact the clinics had on the veterans and the awareness ofabeé for improved dental care it
brought to the volunteers. Thank you all for your support and giving me this experience to serve as Third Distri
t NBaARSHED QHunN



THIRD DISTRCIT PRESDIENT PR

FREE DENTAL CLINIC
FOR VETERANS!

SATURDAY, APRIL 19TH, 2025

Bringing Smiles to Veterans

When: For All Active, Reserve, 3rd District of the American
Saturday Retired Military, and for ngion Auxiliary will be Iee.imi.ng
April 19th, 2025 all those who served in the :':: r‘:ﬁ;‘;?;ieézzggl :gﬁ[':lmsm'
9:00am - 5:00pm nnllfary, we _would like to Clinic, to provide free dental

say "th‘s:nk you ffn: your cleanings, exams, x-rays, &
Where: service by providing you 5, ride treatment. Fillings,

with free dental and extractions, root canals, and other
Mission Outpost Dental Clinic  wellness services. Free restorative care will be provided
13801 Fairview Drive dental care kits made by~ There will be a vendor table area
Burnsville, MN 55337 the 3rd District Auxiliary o offer veterans information for

{located in Prince of Peace Church) Juniors are also provided, 'eSources and benefits, if needed.

Appointments are limited, please call the ph# below to schedule. If you need assistance with transportation
let Tammy Thayer know, 507-319-4349, Vendors wanting to join us please call Tammy to reserve your space.
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Chairman 202 4/2025

Family Support Pod
Americanism oMiche lle Leonard, Farmington Unit 189

Education o Barb Van Eyll, Chaska Unit 57
Community Service & Kelly Kauss, Elysian Unit 311
Memorial o Deanna Meyer , Brownton Unit 148

Youth Development Pod
Children & Youth o Paulette Jameson, Faribault Unit 43
Juniors Activity o Sally Strasser, St Paul Park Unit 98
Girl State & Suzette Maluchnik, Chaska Unit 57

Veteran/Military Support & Advocacy Pod
Legislative 0 Judith Henna , Forest Lake Unit 225
National Security 6Karen Rasmussen, Faribault Unit 43
Armed Forces Center & Kim Carlander, Chanhassen Unit
580
Poppy 0 Linda Kelly, Pine Island Unit 184
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation / Service to  Veterans - WendyArndt, ForestLake Unit 225
St Peter Treatment Center dDarlene Wondra, Montgomery Unit 79

Membership Development Pod
Membership & Ann Bovy, New Germany Unit 601
Leadership ¢ Karla Otterness , Winsted Unit 407
Public Relations & Jeorgia Cluckey , St Paul Park Unit 98
Auxiliary Emergency Fund & Deb Chicos , Chanhassen 580

Organizational Support Pod
Parliamentarian/ Standing Rules Chairman 0 Barbara Klehr , Shakopee Unit 2
Finance dDiane Albers, Apple Valley Unit 1776
History 6 Edna Thayer, Elysian Unit 311
Memory Book d&Karen Rasmussen, Faribault Unit 43
Past President Parley o Joanne Joachim, Chanhassen Unit 580
Nominating Committee  Chairman Karla Otterness , Winsted Unit 407




Apple Valley Unit 1776
Bayport Unit 491
Belle Plaine Unit 144
Brownton Unit 143
Chanhassen Unit 580
Chaska Unit 57
Cleveland Unit 207
Eagan Unit 594
Elysian Unit 311
Faribault Unit 43
Farmington Unit 189
Forest Lake Unit 225
Gaylord Unit 433
Glencoe Unit 95
Green Isle Unit 408
Hastings Unit 47
Hugo Unit 620
Hutchinson Unit 96
Inver Grove Hghts. Unit 424
Kilkenny Unit 380
Lafayette Unit 300

Le Center Unit 108
Lonsdale Unit 586
Mahtomed i Unit 507
Montgomery Unit 79
Morristown Unit 149
New Germany Unit 601
New Prague Unit 45
Nicollet Unit 510
North Mankato Unit 518
Northfield Unit 84
Norwood Unit 343
Pine Island Unit 184
Prior Lake Unit 447
Red Wing Unit 54
Rosemount Unit 65
St. Paul Park Unit 98
St. Peter Unit 37
Savage Unit 643
Shakopee Unit 2
Silver Lake 141

2024-2025 Unit Presidents

Maryalyce McCabe
Rebecca Wolfe
Ruth Westphal
Marcie Baysinger
Deb Chicos
Jennifer Stolz
Lisa Stadler
Paulette Stark
Sharon Brandt
Gina Little
Kimberly Lomas
Cavalene Regan
Jill Hewitt

Mary Sellnow
Rosemary Theis
Becky Peterson
Mary Brake
Donna Telecky
Judy Thomsen
Janice Sellner
Anne Schuelke
Shauna Whipps
Andrea Zellner
Katie Busson
Debora Vlasak
Jean Pesta

Ann Bovy

Linda Dvorak
Linda Wills

Lisa Roberts
Barbara Swenson
Diane Mackenthun
Anita Witthoeft
Betty Roe

Judy Mann
Jessica Luedtke
Jeorgia Cluckey
Angie Glassel
Susan Harper
Phyllis Zondlo
Cyndi Fouquette

Stewart Unit 125
Waconia Unit 150
Winsted Unit 407
Winthrop Unit 314

Barbara Eitel
Tammy Sartwell
Julie Baruch
Gayle Grams



Americanism
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Michelle Leonard, Chair

When you belong to the American Legion Auxiliary, Americanism becomes one of
the most natural programs for you and your Unit to participate in. And so it was for
the 26 Units who submitted their Annual Reports for the 2@year.

Nine Units reported holding Americanism programs in their local schools; 10 Units
executed a cumulative 40 Flag Education programs. And, 10 Units reported
distributing a whopping total of 1,748 US Flags this year.

17 Units participated in Veterans Day programs and activities, which included five
school programs, four breakfasts for veterans, and two community Veterans Day
programs. 22 Units participated in a cumulative of 45 Memorial Day services in

2024.
11 Units reported taking part in 103 other holiday or community events, including but not limited to tabling at
county fairs and community celebrations; holding special events for veterans for Christmas, Fourth of July an
{ G t I 0§NR O] Qa miunity @ventsyoRecdgiize RdinArA Ve@gns Day and the Marine Corp
Birthday. In addition, several Units reported having members who participated in Veterans Day on the Hill at
the Minnesota State Capital.

15 Units reported they exhibited the American Legion Auxiliar branding while working Americanism events
and programs.

Eight Units took part in the National Essay Contest, five suppol
Girls Scouts, and six Units worked the Junior Activities progran
addition, two Units had students participate in The American

[ SIA2yQa hNIG2NAOLE [/ 2yl Begians
Baseball, three Units participated in Post Home or SAL prograr =, |
and three Units took part in the Blue Star Banner program. :

A total of 225 US Flags were presented at schools and
organizations, with a cost of $100 and 16 hours reported as pa
of that distribution.

Overall, 1,361 volunteer hours and $3,422 in donations or
expenses were reported by the Third District Units for
Americanism.

On a final note, | am disappointed to have not recognized the
outstanding work of several Units with Certificates of Merit. Thg
were exceptional programs reported but the Unit information at
the beginning of the report was incomplete; complete Unit
information is required for consideration.



Certificates of Merit have been awarded to the following Units:

Units 50 and under membership Units 102200 membership
343 Norwood 57 Chaska

463 Lester Prairie 96 Hutchinson

207 Cleveland 79 Montgomery

98 St Paul Park

Units 52100 membership Units 201 and over membership
141 Silver Lake 1776 Apple Valley
2 Shakopee

70 Chanhassen
144 Belle Plaine

Units regardless of membership
311 Elysian

Sieg & Ann Schmidtke Americanism Certificate of Award

Dolores Goettl Patriotic Education Awa(dnly one entry)




Education Report
3" District Year End Report
Chairman Barbara Van Eyll
2024-2025

District 3 has 47 Units, 19 submitted an education report with 5 reporting they did not participate.

Scholarships: 10 Units awarded scholarships in the amount of $4,150. Between 3 Units $1800 was donated to the
American Legacy Scholarship fund. 1 Unit donated $25 to Minnesota Department Scholarship Fund and 1 Unit donate
$500 to the Department EducatidProgram. When a member of one Unit passes away $30 is donated in that
YSYoSNDRa yIFYS (G2 (GKS ! yAiGiQa aO0OK2fl NAKALI FdzyR 6 KA OK A2
School who apply for a $250. scholarship.

Education Program: 4 Units participated in the Give Ten for Education Program, supporting 5 schools with 1,343 items
with a value of $937.59. One Unit contacted two schools in their district and requested wish lists from their teachers for
classroom need® Units collected Box Tops totaling $64,60. Another Unit donated $250 worth of gently used clothing
to an elementary school, 1 Unit conducted 5 hours of classroom reading while another Unit reported spending $50 and
5 hours on a Literacy Program.

During American Education Week, members of 9 Units volunteered 114 hours to organize $1,325.50 worth of treats for
staff at 51 schools.150 apples that were donated to 1 Unit to be given to staff at a school.

1 Unit invited 18 veterans to visit 4 schools spending a total of 11 hours talking to students.
1 Unit reported 1 school participated in Purple Up.

1 Unit handed out small American Flags faiaders and Pledge of Allegiance bookmarkshtgraders. Another Unit
presents the flag and Pledge of Allegiance program to K throtifgir@des at all elementary schools in the district.

Certificate of Merit Recommendations:

Units (50 and under membership) Units (102200 membership)
601- New Germany 57 - Chaska
343- Norwood Young America 311- Elysian

43 ¢ Faribault
96 - Hutchinson

Units (52100membership Unit (201 and greater membership)
2 - Shakopee ¢ Applg Yalley
184 ¢ Pine Island
141c¢ Silver Lake
144¢ Belle Plaine
433- Gaylord

Third District Educatio@ertificate




Community Service
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Kelly Kauss, chair

! I received 21 reports, out of 46 for the 3rd District, which is over 45%. It was a pleasure
/ | to read and report on these incredible units and their activities. They were sent
/ electronically and mailed by PO service.
Summary of District Report for:
Individual Members accomplished so much this past year. Overall, Units reported an
increase of activities including participation in all local events.

Cities, Counties and State projects continued to be shared by the Auxiliary in all avenues of charitable tithing, time and
talents that stay focused on Veterans and their families.

1 Total hours volunteered by individual members 8,369
1 Total amount of money spent/donated by individual members $22,700
1 Total numbers of miles driven by individual members when volunteering 8,488

Projects in Units included meals on wheels, local food shelves, visiting and donating to Veterans nursing homes, donated
flags, 23-0 Vigils held, World Heart Day celebrated, Purple Up Day, Wreaths Across America, muffin donations, yearly
ham and turkey donations, bake sales, silent auction baskets, parade participation, donated meals of all kinds, gift bags,
including many local and national project that affect Veterans and their families.

Units did participate in ALA days of service and were attended by unit, veterans, and community members.

Units were well received by other organizations in their communities.

Many units are celebrating American Legion Family Day with the local American Legion Posts, Auxiliary Units, Sons of
the American Legion, Riders, and Jr family members with potlucks and certificate awards of participation.

Total hours volunteered by Units 15,807

Total amount of money spent/donated by Units $33,396

Auxiliary apparel worn YES

Certificates of Merit Recommendation. Units (101 -200)
Units (50 & under) 96 Hutchinson 6500 hours
433 Gaylord 553 hours 311 Elysian 2922 hours
601 New Germany 167 hours 43 Faribault 1474 Hourd
343 Norwood 48 57 Chaska 883 hours
Units (51 -100) Units (201 and greater membership)
1. 491 Bayport 1427 hours Forest Lake 499 hours
2. 580 Chanhassen 175 hours Apple Valley 380 hours

3. 144 Belle Plaine 145 hours
4, 141 Silver Lake 109 hours

None of the units met all the criteria for the Juanita Lutz Community Service Framed Plague, however, there were three
outstanding reports that met most of the criteria.

# Location Members Individual Hours Individual Miles Total Hours Total
601 New Germany 18 137 $225.00 1300 167 $225.00
57 Chaska 136 1496 $3654.00 4687 883 $1,478.00
43 Faribault 170 425  $2910.00 1474 $9,785.00

It has been a pleasure to work with President Tammy Thayer. Congratulations to each and every Unit. Thank you for this
appointment and keep up the great work.

Juanita Lutz Community Service  Certificate




Memorial
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Deanna Meyer, Chair

We received 17 reports from the units. We had 58 deceased reported.

Most units to similar things as far as remembering their loved member. Several Drape the Charter
and have a small service at their meeting. Cards and money are sent to the family. Sometimes the
money is donated in the name of the deceased to an organization chosen by the unit.

Also, many included other items in their reports. Many have memorial services in their May meeting.
All units that reported send cards to the sick. Sometimes donations are included. A few units reported
serving meals to those in need.

All units start their meetings with prayer and several close with prayer.

This is a very important mission of Auxiliary Units. Always remember our passed members. God
Bless

Nancy Lemke Mguwer i al Pl a




**District President
*Unit President

Apple Valley #1776

Frances Thom
Carol Heiger
Pam Bartol

Bayport #491

Debra Francis
Evangeline Nolde

Belle Plaine #144

Janell Stock

Deb Edaburn
Laurie Behnke
Darlene Hogeboom

Chanhassen #580
Joanne Meuwissen
Chaska #57

Virginia Burfield
Flora Stark
Laura Worm

Elysian #311
Leatrice Edwards
Forest Lake #225

Lucille Carlson
Denni Main

Joan Thistlewood
Mary Ward
Susan Burrows
Shirley Hallberg

In Loving Memory

Hutchinson #96

Marilyn Krueger

Pearl Seale

Catherine (Cathy) Plath
Roxanne Jensen

Pine Island #184

Carol Moreland

Delores Kramer Skalicky
Virginia (Ginny) Kish
Madelyn Shelstad

Shakopee #2

Laura Mathie
Donna Harcey

Silver Lake #141

JoAnn Ardolf
MaryAnn Mallak

St Paul Park #98

Arline Witzel Hessler
Jacquelyn Zenner
Katherine Garringer
Eleanor Ruth Kincaid
Roberta Chapman
Marlene Koontz
Donna H Sylvester
Betty Wenger

Let Me Go

When | come to the end of
the road
And the sun has set for me
| want no rites in a gloom
filled room
Why cry for a soul set
free?

Miss me a little, but not for
long
And not with your head
bowed low
Remember the love that
once we shared
Miss me but let me go.

For this is a journey we all
must take
And each must go alone.

|l tds al l part
plan
A step on the road to
home.

When you are lonely and
sick at heart
Go to the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we
used to do
Miss me but let me go.




Children and Youth
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Paulette Jameson, Chair

Out of 46 Units in our District| receivedreports from20 Units. Six ofthose 20 Units'did not participate
in the Children and Youthprogram. One Unit gaveout six Good Deed\wards, and one Unit gave out
Youth Hero Awards to two MiddleSchool boys for comingo the aid of a teacherwho was choking on
her food during their lunch time.

Four Units displayedthe Military Child's Table withan explanationof the significance ofeach item. Our
Units are verygenerouswith their funds. OndJnit donated$1,000to the Department'€hildren and
Youth Fund, and six Unitgave a total $1,175 to Legionvill©ne of those Units also receiveé 3M Grant
for $1,000 to be givemo Legionville, and anotheBM Grant of $500, which theydonatedto a local
parochial school. One Ungave $200 to the Americabegion's TemporaryFinancial Assistance (TFA)
program,and three Units gave a total $250 to the Americah.egion's Child Well-Being Foundation
(CWF). Girls' Statereceived$700 from one Unitand another Unit donated $300 to Youth Suicide
PreventionFunds for two $500 scholarships were giterDollarsfor Scholarshipsand also $25@vas
given to a countyfoster children's organization by one Unit.

OurAuxiliary membershavebeenvery busyvolunteering foror sponsoringevents involvingheyouthor
for theyouthin theircommunities.Examplesnclude:
1 Sewinglessondgor girls
1 Winter coat drive
1 Kids Bingo/Family Bingo
1 Special Olympics
1 Toysfor Tots
1 Collectingpoptabsfor Ronald
McDonaldHouse
1 Donating school supplies
1 Donatingstuffedanimalsto aHalloween
eventfor children Halloween, Christmas
and Easter parties
1 HavingchildrenmakeChristmascards
and/orwrite lettersto active duty
military
1 Coloring and poppy poster contests
1 DonationgotheArmedForcesService
Center,

Certificateof Merit:

Units 50 & under: Unit 601New Germany

Units51-100: Unit144BellePlaine,Unit 2 Shakopee

Units 101-200: Unit 79 Montgomery, Unit 96 Hutchinson,Unit 311Elysian
Units 201 &up: Unit 225Forest Lakelnit 1776 Apple Valley

Shirly Hamre Children and Youth Plague




Junior Activities
3" District Year End Report
2024/2025
Chair Sally Strasser

This year has been a busy year around tHé&trict. 17

units reported and of those 17 units 6 of them have an
organized Junior unit. 8 of the unit have Juniors that do
participate in volunteer activities with either the Seniors or

#  their ownJunior groups. Some of the units have encouraged
& the Juniors to participate with the senior meetings. Some of
@ the units increasedheir Junior members. New members

and graduating members were recognized during either the
Junior or Senior meetings. A couple whidrs from one unit
received $1000.00 scholarships for there graduation. We had
4 Juniors participating in the patch program and 4 patches
were earned.

Donations and volunteer hours were done District wide here are some of the things that these busy juniors
have been up to:

Volunteer hours were 407 and direct hours to Veterans were 61. Now here goes the fun. They participated i
Veterans and Memorial Day programs, marched in parades when appropriate. Passing out poppies and
working at all fund raisers in their respectiv¢g & G a ® {2YS 2F (KS ¥ dzfdrdNand & S NJ
decorateChristmas trees for their units. Giving holiday bags and Christmas gifts and cards to veterans and
ASYA2NHEOD ¢KS 5Aa0NAROG t NB&ARSY G aarylDNEceIBrbilPresiteat ¢ {
assisted with this projedty collectingoral care supplies and during a District Jution Dayhey packed up

these supplies in bags to give the to the veterans. These bags were then distributed to the Veterans at the
free dental clinic that were held in thé®District. Money was donated by 1 unit to Girls State and purchases
were made for oral care and school supplies. Total donations of money $321.00. There were 5 Juniors that
went to the Department Junior Conference.

The Honorary Junior District President Evelyn Koran hgidiar fun day where there were 4 girls in
attendance they held a meeting, played auxiliary trivia and packed oral care supplies and at the unit level
Evelyn also collected school supplies for 2 area elementary schools.

We should be proud of what the Juniors do for our Veterans and their families and communities.
Merits winners

Units (50 & undey Lowell Stander #6QINorwood Unit 343

Units (52100)Belle Plain Unit44

Units (102200) St Paul Parkinit 98, Faribault Unit 43Elysian Unit 311, Hutchinson Unit 96
Units (201 and greater membershj-orest Lake Unit 225

The Luverne B. Marier Plaque is awarded to:
The Pat Kerber Junior Membership Plaque is awarded to:




Girls State
3" District Year End Report
2024/2025
Suzette Maluchni k, Chair

Eighteen reports were received. Twenty girls were sponsored. Sponsorship was provided by Units,
American Legion posts, and others. Many Units provided the citizens with some extra money to buy
swag from the Girls State canteen. Units raised funds to sponsor girls through a variety way: pop and
shack sales at the Post Bingo night, silent auction, bake sales, omelet breakfasts, garage sales, craft
shows, raffles, steak fries, other dinners, pillow cleaning, selling hamburgers and brats, and serving at
funeral luncheons. Our Units all have excellent ideas for fundraising!! Most Units required an
application from interested students. Most Units interviewed and made the final selection of the citizen
but, a few Units have the Unit Girls State chairman make the selection and some Units had Unit
committees make the selection and also some Units had the student write an essay and then decide
from that. Many Units held an informational meeting for interested students and their parents. Our Unit
members volunteered a total of 602 hours to the Girls State program. Many Units used social media to
increase awareness. Other ways Units increased awareness of the Girls State program included:

-Girls State handouts to counselors, sent flyers to the schools and posted information at Posts and
Clubs

-Unit chairman met with school counselors and other faculty members
DZArticles were put in local newspapers
DZHave Girls Staters speak at Legion and community events

DzOne Unit President was featured in the National ALA magazine with an article about her time when
she attended Girls State

DZTalked to upcoming Juniors

DzZPromoted the National release of the Girls State documentary that was shown on Apple TV.



Legislation
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025

Judy Hana, Chair

This has been a very hard year for me personally.

But | have never forgotten that our Legion family need to always remember that
we are advocates for our veterans, we always, every chance we get to encourage
our legislators to wear poppies proudly, as the symbol and they understand the
sacrifices veteransiade for us.

There are so many past bills and new bills to be heard and discussed.

Healthlong and short term/dental care. Houshadfordable. Just to name a
couple. The list is unless. Some are very complicated, all are serious, so we need
continue to educate everybody not just our Legion Family!

President Tamara and Co Vice CbéWeterans and

Military affairsDivision Rep Bjorn Olson (R ST )’aul



National Security
3" District Year End Report
2024- 2025
Karen Rasmussen, Chair

Nineteen of our 46 District 3 Auxiliary units responded either by mail or email with eight
units reporting no activities for their annual report. The other eleven had an assortment of
activities to honor, serve and remember our actihaty military, veteras, and their

families.

Some activities are financial, such as donations to the Armed Forces Service Center,
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon, the USO, the Child-®B&hg Foundation, Fisher House,

Believet Canine Serwce Partners, and Paralyzed Veterans, Mlnnesota Chapter Others are visible reminders, such as
wearing red on Fridays ®ememberBveryoneDS LY 2 @ SR X  &-shBts an&dins dnyh8 first af the month for

the suicide prevention initiative and wearing purple on Aprif fi52 &t dzNLJ S ! L¥E F2 NJ @t YA f
hdzNJ ¢NRP2LJaé fAOSyasS LIXFGSa FyR Fteée GKS ' YSNROLYy T¢I 3
AFSC.

Activities to honor include giving military honor cords for graduating seniors enlisting in the military, honoring the
families with a servicemember a Blue Star Banner and families whose servicemember died in service to our country wi
a Gold Star Banneand wrapping veterans in Quilts of Valor or Quilts of Honor. We give gifts to veterans on holidays,
such as Veterans Day, Christmas, Memorial and/or Flag Day. One unit member serves on the Honor Guard as a riflem
for ceremonies and funerals.

Some activities are a call to action, to serve those who serve us, such as giving treats to our First Responders-and thei
9 partners, giving blood and working at bloodmobiles, adopting a veteran at Hastings Veterans Home, collecting
coupons for militanypases, sending Christmas greetings to servicemembers around the world as well as CARE package
for deployed servicemembers, winterizing homes and vehicles, contacting legislators on pertinent veteran matters, and
g2N)lAy3 6AGK (KS beadinksg @roup an®dSONER sugport@ur ¥ekvicemembers and their families,
wherever they may be.

2SS NBYSYOSNIAYy 2dzNJ Y2YSyida 2F aAfSyOS Ay 2dzNJ YSS{GAy3:
memorials.

Certificates of Merit

50 and Under: Mahtomedi Unit 507

51-100: Belle Plaine unit 144, Chanhassen Unit 580, Gaylord Unit 433,

101-200: Elysian Unit 311, Faribault Unit 43, Montgomery Unit 79, St Paul Park Unit 98
200 and up Forest Lake Unit 225, Apple Valley Unit 1776

Barbara Stussy National Security  Award:




ARMED FORCES SERVICE CENTER
3RP District Year End Report
2024 3 2025
Chair, Kim Carlander

Our AFSC is located at MSP Terminal 1 airport, at the entrance to
Concourse A. | am a volunteer at the service center, where we welcome
between 1200 to 1800 military guests per month. | especially enjoy assisting
the new recruits en route to basic training. Their energy is incredible! At the
center, we offer comfortable recliners, large flat screen televisions, bunks,
showers, food, beverages and more. The AFSC is a very special place
indeed, and is much appreciated by those who visit.

Il 6d |Ii ke to thank those Auxiliary me
volunteers work 4 hour shifts between 8AM and 1
about how you can become a volunteer, go to mnafsc.org. We 6d | ove t o have you

m
0

|l 6d Ili ke to thank all the Units that support the
boxes of donated items | brought into the servic
happy to say that Auxiliary Units made important monetary donations to the AFSC as well. Thank

you! At the beginning of 2025, | received an email sent to all volunteers from the Director of the

AFSC. She stated that due to the increased price of food
and beverages, she was sending out a funding request to
any of us that might have a connection to a company or
organization etc. The AFSC is a 501(c)(3) and exists on
donations. In answer to the funding request, | would like to
give a special thank you to my home post, Chanhassen
Post 580 for their combined donation of $4,000
(Legionnaires $2,500, Auxiliary $1,500). We have a very
busy travel season approaching. Any and all contributions
to the AFSC help a great deal, and are always much
appreciated.

If you happen to have a moment while inside security at
the airport and would like to stop in at the AFSC, please
come by and check it out!

ltds a very speci al pl ace
continued support.

Thank you President Tamar a
been a pleasure working with you.



http://mnafsc.org/

POPPY
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Linda Kelly , Chair

L gl a K2LAYy3a F2NI NBLERNIa FTNRY KIfF 27
| received 18 reports, and | thank those units for sending them in. | found that most
units put poppies and donation cans in their community and in their postasele
remember that we accept donations and that we do NOT ask for donations for the
| poppies, we give them out. A list of what donations are supported by donations can
be posted. Several send information and maybe a poppy to their membership and
local busnesses, hoping for donations. As a district we ordered almost 600 large
poppies and over 14,000 small poppies.

, Making poppies has been a popular event for our members both as a unit project
and as a part|C|pant in a department project. It is likely that our shortage of veterans making poppies will
remain with us, so it is great that our auxiliary members are stepping up to fill this void. Several of our units
purchased a kit rather than oeding poppies from the Department, which helped immensely.

| found that the poppy income really variecdanywhere from less than $200 to thousands of dollars. It
AdzZNLINA ASR YS 6KSYy L O2YLI NBR (GKS dzyAGQa YSYoSNEK
would be greater for our larger unitsnot so. What | did find is that the larger dollars collated with the

number ofvolunteers



for this great project. The total volunteers were 287, ranging from two members to 59 members involved in
the poppy program. The unit with the 59 volunteers is the unit taking in the most money. District 3 collected
$38,305.23.

Two units sponsored Little Miss Poppy and two sponsored the Poppy Poster. This is certainly one area wher
we can improve. Seven units sent poppies to their local officials, attended a council meeting, and asked theil
mayor to make a Proclamation for RmpMonth/Day.

Many units used poppies throughout the year, which is a goal that | put out at the beginning of this year and i
was so awesome how some units took this to heart. Seeing the poppy throughout the year, reminds our
communities the importance of the poppyh& more information we give to both our members and our
community, the better informed they are.

The poppy program is one of our easier progragespecially for our smaller units. It may take more time
donated by our members, but the money spent on the poppies is the only cost involved. Hopefully, the units
take in enough money to cover those coatsl have extra that can be used for the approved donations.
Remember that money donated from poppies can only be used for the approved programs for our veterans.
Check that list against your donations to be sure you are using poppy funds properly

Certificated of Merit:

50& under membershiplone

51-100 MembershipPine Island #184

100-200 membershipElysian #311Hutchinson #96
200 and upForest Lake #225

Doris Fink Poppy Plaque

Savage Poppy Plaque




St Peter Regional Treatment Center
3" District Year End Report 202 4-2025
Darlene Wondra, Chair

2 St Peter Regional Treatment Center has less than 25 Veterans in various
g part of the Treatment Center. At their annual Pheasant dinner this past

5§ fall, we the Third district gave each Veteran Sweatpants and personal
care items.

This April we sponsored their Spring party with a water bottle or
: - sweatshirt and pizza party, also BINGO was played with personal care
o gifts as prizes. The pizzas and pop were donated by Dominos.

%, Thank you for your donations towards the St Peter Regional Center, the
1 veterans there look forward to our events that we honor them with.

| do go there once a month to do mending and sewing for the residents there.

Last year Past President Deanna donated money to them for religious items as part of her president
project, at this time 2 alter clothes were made for them, some books were also bought.




Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
And Service to veterans
3rd District Year End Report
2024-2025
Chair Wendy Arend

MN ALA District 3 made an incredible impact this year, contributing a total of $73,624.05 in direct financial supportl $139023.60
in in-kind donations, and 327 members voLunteered 1 3,313 hours to benefit veterans, military familiesf and caregivers, The year
mi ght 6 ve st arahdeCda rveigtilv eBu didysi t s, Theuwdmberstefledt ihel dedp tommitment, dorhpassien,
and energy our members dedicated throughout 20247 2025.

This year, District 3 showed unwavering commitment to our veterans, their caregivers, and famiLies through a wide range of
activities and donations. With energy and heartfelt dedication, we collaborated with Legionnaires, Sons of the American
Legion, American Legion Ridersisuch as S AL @ahn Zgoda Memorial Disabled Veterans Deer Hunt-and other civic
organizationsi like Invisible Wounds Project--to extend support across our communities.

Our Units brightened lives through programs like Wreaths Across America, Twin Cities Honor FLights, Stand Down, and VA
VolLuntary Service. We supported our veterans at St. Cloud and MinneapoLis VA Medical Centers and the Hastings Veterans
Home, along with county Veteran Services. We contributed to the Armed Forces Service Center at MSP, deLivered 22 Quilts of
Valor, and supported Fisher House, BelieVet Canine Service Partners, $5 Bill Shower, Child WelLfare Foundation, Beyond the
YelLow Ribbon, and so many more. We proudly stood behind Operation Green Light, Operation 23 to 0, and Be the Onei raising
awareness and offering hope to struggling veterans.

Special projects incLudedt he 3r d Di strict Pr esoi dveent tefe slemésdBareiclinics for gets@ndi | e s
generous participationintheHonor ary Dept Junior Presi denWekembrazeddraiDheath Pr esi
initiatives through our support of Brain Science and strengthened emergency assistance through Fund 85, Temporary

Financial Assistance Fund, Auxiliary Emergency Fund, ALA Foundation, and the Legion Family Hospital Association. The Veterans

Rest Campground and Eagles Healing Nest were uplifted by our donations and voLunteer efforts, providing spaces of healing

and camaraderie for those who have served.

Our members made an enormous impact through flood relief effortsi raised money and filled sandbags to protect 5 veterans'
homes in WaterviLle MN and restored a flood-damaged home in New Orleans. Free childcare was provided for a veteran
attending appointments at the VAMC, ensuring no veteran faced barriers to getting needed care. Through Adopt-a-Veteran,
delivering hand-made cards and gifts, and bingo events at Hastings Veterans Home, personal connections were made and
sustained, bringing comfort and companionship to our heroes. Legionville was also supported, ensuring the next generation
understands the importance of service and safety.

Units served thousands of regular and Holiday meals, crafted Chemo and Hygiene Care kits, drove veterans to appointments,
recognized parents of high school graduating miLitary enlistees with BLue Star banners and gave red, white, and bLue honor cortle
to the 8rad9. We detivorod hundredo of gift carda and handrnacle items WitH per surial touches of love and gratitude. Our spirit of service
extended even furtheri gifting handmade Afghans and personal hygiene Kits, driving veterans to medical appointments, and
deLivering $25 Visa gift cards to over 200 patients at Minneapolis VAMC. We celebrated Military Child Day with Military Kids
Tables and Purple Up! Clothing. Across every endeavor, District 3 stood strong for those who stood for us. Madam President,
this concludes my report.



Certificates of Merit :

Units with 50 or less members: 507 Mahtomedi/WilLermie, 491 Bayport, 125 Stewart, 189 Farmington, 84 NorthfieLd.
Units with 51 71 00: 580 Chanhassen, 144 Belle Plaine, 2 Shakopee, 141 Silver Lake, 184 Pine Island.

Units wAh 101-200: 311 Etysian, 57 Chaska, 96 Hutchinson, 43 Faribautt, 98 St. Paul Park.

units As with 201 or more: 225 Forest Lake, 1776 Apple Valley.

Any Unit: 601 New Germany, 207 ClevelLand, 79 Montgomery.

[ 228yT +SHIMINBXKEPREAGFa2Y tEF1jdSY
Mplny R dzyYFESMISANE KA LJA Yy uyuguy ey ypyy
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Service to VeterarBolly Huron and Darlene Wondra Service to Veterans Certificate:




AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND
3" District Year End Report
2024 3 2025
Deb Chicos, chair

The ALA Emergency Fund was established in 1969 with a bequest from the estate of
Helen Colby Small of Burlington, WI. The fund continues today as a result of the
generosity of the Auxiliary members.

Twenty-one Units submitted Annual Reports to th€ Bistrict- fifteen participated
in the AEF Program.

Ten Units made cash donations, totaling $2952. One of which was from their yearly budget.
Another Unit created a donation jar for their Monthly Unit Meetings. Seven Units had
personal donations, totaling $1600. Five of these personal donations weresenthe
Departmentsince the individual value was $50 or aboM@e Units donated items/qgift

£ baskets/baked goods to the Department Fall Conference in St Cloud. Two Units reported

¥ helping with the Dept Fall Conference Silent Auction sefight Units dnated items/gift

baskets to the 8 District Silent Auction at their MiVinter Conference in Lonsdal@wo

Units reported discussing the AEF Program at their Unit Monthly Meetings. No Units reported receiving assistance fron
the fund.

The AEF Silent Auction at th@ Bistrict MidWinter Conference raised $324 for the fund.
23 = total Auction Items (8 Unit donations and the rest personal donations)

$600 = total Value of items

$289 = total Bids

$35 = total Cash Donations

$324 = Grand Total for money

8 Units participated (Chanhassen Unit 580, Elysian Unit 311, Faribault Unit 43, Farmington Unit 189, Forest Lake Unit
225, Hutchinson Unit 96, Montgomery Unit 79, St Paul Park Unit 98)

As District AEF Chairman, | published 1 articles in the District Newsletter prior td Dist8ct MidWinter
Conference for solicitation of donations for the Siléniction. Thankou to our Units and members for their
generous support of the ALA Emergency Fund during Z22b. Due to this generosity, we donated a total of
$4876 to the fund

this season. Your continued support is the reason the Program is able to help our fellow members.
Certificates of Merit Recommendations:

Units 50 and Under sMahtomedi Unit 507, Norwood Unit 343, Stewart Unit 125

Units 51- 100 =Belle Plaine Unit 144, Chanhassen Unit 580, Pine Island Unit 184, Shakopee Unit 2
Units 101- 200 =Chaska Unit 57, Elysian U8it1, FaribaultUnit 43, Hutchinson Unit 96, Montgomery Unit
79, St Paul Park Unit 98

Units 201 and Up Apple Valley Unit 1776, Forest Lake Unit 225

As District Chaiman, | had two articles in the Third District Newsletter and gave a report at the Mid-Winter
Conference.



Membership
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Ann Bovy

My theme was Gathering and Growing. The idea behind the theme was to Gather new
| members to join our units while retaining our existing members to Grow our
. Membership to help support our Veterans and our programs all year.

As of the last membership bulletin available from the Department on Apfilths
Thundering Third District was ifi“place. We were only behind'place by 14

' members. There is still time for us to Gather and Grow into 1st place by Department

Convention in July.

Congratulations and a big Thank You to the following units for reaching and /or
exceeding 100% of your goal. Forest Lake Unit 225 106.93%, Rosemount Unit 65
108.7®0, LeCenter Unit 108 111.61%, Morristown Unit 149 115.73% and Norwood Unit

343 100%.

The winner of the drawing for reaching 40% of goal on September 28 was Brownton Unit 143. The winner of the
drawing for units reaching 60% of goal on October 26 was Red Wing Unit 54. The winner of the drawing for units
reaching 80% of goal on December @swsiver Lake Unit 141. The winner of the drawing for units reaching 90% of goal
on February 8 was Rosemount Unit 65. The winner of the last drawing for units reaching 100% of goal on March 15 wa
Rosemount Unit 65. Congratulations to all the winners tigtwaut the year. | would like to thank all the units that

worked so hard trying to reach their goal. Some of you were so close.

I would like to thank my Membership Team, Wendy Arend, Diane Mackenthun, Kelly Kauss, Betty Schlueter and Deb
Chicos for all their hard work.would also like to thank Teri Richarddonbeing the best advisotbach youwalways had
encouragingvords forme to follow.

Certificates of Merit

Units (50 and under) 143 Brownton, 594 Eagan, 380 Kilkenny, 601 New Germany, 343 Norwood, 447 Prior Lake,
Units (51 100) 45 New Prague 65 Rosemount, 150 Waconia 443 Gaylord

Units (102200) 96 Hutchinson, 108 Le Center, 149 Morristown

Units (20%over) 225 Forest Lake

The Forcina Dixon Memorial Membership Plague




Leadership
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Karla Otterness , Chair

| received 19 reports under the leadership chairmanship.

2 members reported attending the workshop from the Department Chair Carol

Kottom, and 2 said they attended national mission training. Others took part in the
online academy classes that are offered on the national web site

2SS KIFIR GKNBS YSYOSNBR UGKIFIO 6SNB y2YAYLl OS¢
district or department level.

Unit Level- fantastic ideas that were shared.

1 Mentorship program for incoming officers.
Meeting with Legion officers, auxiliary officers and sharing of standing rules
Mentorship for new members
Reading synopsis of what it takes to be a good leader at unit meetings.
Giving members leadership roles to carry out, less burden for president.
The unit has balancedradition with innovation.
Adapting communication with senior membership.
Encouraging all members to be a part of their communities in leadership roles.
At the district level16 members reported attending Mi@inter, 22 have attended district meetings. Our

district leadership chairman shared 3 leadership articles for the third district newsletter. She did not host a
workshop this year, but did encourage members to attenddbpartment workshop classes that were
available. She gave amtinute presentation at midwinter on what makes a good leader. | talked about the
awards that we have available for leadership. She also organized a class before ouvexXamari meeting,
FYR KFR GKS LINIAIFIYSYGEFENARIY ALISEF| 2y aK2g (2 YI |
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procedures, voting, and representation in the districts —
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At the Departmentlevel 12 members reported

17 members attended the Fall Conference.

Units Consider for merit:

Membership

50 and Under MembershigJnit 407Winsted Unit
601 New Germany

51-100 MembershipUnit 141SilverLake Unit 433
Gaylord Unit 580 Chanhassen

101-200 Membership: Unit 96 Hutchinsorinit 311
ElysianUnit 57 Chaska

201 and up Membershipinit 1776Apple Valley,

Audrey Tolzmann Leadership Certificate




Public Relation
3" District Year End Report
2024-2025
Jeorgia Cluckey , Chair

What an amazing year the Auxiliary has had at the Unit level. | would like to congratulate you all on your
achievements over the past year and encourage you to keep the momentum going as we move iAto 2025
2026.

Eighteen Units in the Third District submitted reports for review.

Newsletter: Fourteen Units have a newsletter. Twelve have-BalEtin. Nine Units have a joint publication
with their Post. There are no Units that currently gift a subscription to the Auxiliary magazine to a
business/facility in their community.

Social Media: Seven Units have a website. Ten Units have a Facebook page. There were no new accounts tl
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Instagram Account. Several Units were actiwglgaged using their Facebook accounts to create events and
share the events of the other Legion Family.

Media: Fourteen Units were mentioned in local media. Eigtitye times via print, Eleven times via
television/cable and six times via radio. Units met with reporters fourteen times and-tinagyetters of
appreciation were sent out along with numerous aimracknowledgements and Thank You cards. Resources on
the National Website were utilized by six Units for training and research. A total of $940.00 and 342 hours
were spent on PR efforts.

Brand Loyalty: Multiple events were hosted by our Units for Veterans along with those to support the local
community/organizations. Promoting the positive impact the Auxiliary has on the community was
demonstrated by your support of Veterans, Communityj&ts, Blood drives, Poppy Day, Memorial Day
Events, Laying of wreaths, Veterans Day, Participating in Parades, All different kinds of meal events, Parties
Seniors, Children and those with Special nheedsspgonsoring and volunteering at Legion Faraeignts to

name a few. You are the brand by wearing apparel, logo, pins and providing members with lowesldast T
and wearing vests and uniforms at group events.

| would like to mention a couple of things in the reports that stood out to me that you may want to consider
for Public Relations in the upcoming year. Advertising on place mats, Local School District
websites/newsletters, Local government information galars are all great ways to get the mission of the
Auxiliary and its brand out there.

Kind regards,
Certificates of Merit:

Units 50 and UnderUnit #125 StewartUnit #447 Priotake,Unit # 601 Newsermany Unit # 84 Northfield, Unit# 433
Gaylord,Unit #189 Farmington Unit # 207 Cleveland

Unit 51¢ 100Membership #98 St. Paul Parknit #141 Silver Lake, Unit # 507 Mahtomedi/Willernie, Unit#144 Belle
Plaine, Unit #580 Chanhassen

Units 101 ¢ 200 Membershipg Montgomery Unit 74Unit #43,Faribault, Uni#184 Pine Island

Units 201 and up\pple Valley Unit 1776, Unit #225 Forest Lake,

Margaret Lonergan Communication Certificate:




Constitutdwsn/a8Bryd Standing Rul e
Parl i amentarian asfda wko msntdi tSu tainadn /nBy
204 262hai rman Barbara Kl ehr

18 out of 45 Units reported. 6 Units have said theyrditthave Standing Rules, 10 Units
have a Parliamentarian, 12 Units have a Constitution & Standing Rules Chairman with 9
Units having their Parliamentarian and Standing Rules Chairman as the same person. 14
Units reviewed their Standing Rules and 10 of themt $hem on to Dept. 16 Units have
a copy of our National Constitution & Bylaws and 17 Units said they repeat the Preamble
at every Unit meeting. 2 Units said they wrote a resolution this yedrsaUnits sent me

a copy of their Standing Rules.

The focus for each Urthis yearwas to updateyour Standing Ruleand send a copy to Department and to Distrithe
Unit mailings providea great source ahformationthis year along witlthe District Newsletteand your Unit Guide

The articles encouraged Units to review or develop Stap&ules that are unique to your Uriivery member has a
responsibility to become familiar with the rules that govern this great organizatiwas excited to see the 18 Units who
sent me reports this year. So muighktter than the last few years. One Unit even made provisions as to where their
funds would go if they should have to dissolve their Unit. But | was really disheartened to learn that 6 Units reported
that they did not even have Standing Rules. Maybeaed a class on how to write your Standing Rules for next year.
We can make it a fun workshop Members are encouraged to stay interested and be active in ensuring their Unit,
District, and Department activitiedre governed accordinglyrhe objective beach meeting is always to allow for every
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As Parliamentarian, | attended the Di€iii  t NB & A RSy (i Q Durindf the yehrkhé Eomiiites ievieyietl the
District Standing Rules and at the first District Executive meeting. The recommended changes and coniéidtiens
addressed at the ZTb District Convention Executive meeting and presented at the Convention for acceptance or
rejection by the voting delegatekalso attended a Department Leadership workshop that many of you attended also.

Parliamentary law along with common sense, courtesy, and justice wiigirthe rights of the members, and keep our
meetings interesting and fun.

Thank you Presidetamarafor this appointmet. Congratulationso you on a great year!
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Reports that earned a Certificate of Merit from the District are:

51-100: Shakopee #2, Belle Plaine #144
101-150: Montgomery #79, and Faribault #43
151 and up: Hutchinson #96, and Elysian #311

Standing Rules Committddemberswere:
Barb Van Eynit#57 Chaska
Betty SchlueterUnit#96 Hutchinson



