
Welcome to Our 2026–2027 Auxiliary Year My name is Cavalene Regan, and I am grateful for the 

opportunity to serve as your 3rd District Auxiliary President this year. My focus for this year will be 

learning, service, and fellowship together.                                                                                                                                       

My theme, “Stitching Together Our Family, One Piece at a Time,” reflects the strength of our unity. 

Each part of the American Legion Family brings its own traditions and dedication, and together we form 

something stronger than any one organization alone. 

My project this year will focus on the Bravo Zulu House in Winnebago MN. If you have not heard of this, 

they service Veterans with PTSD and substance abuse and so much more. Also, they are in the process 

of building a second location in Mankato that will specifically support our female Veterans. There will be 

more information updates throughout the year.  

 

As members of the American Legion Family, we have shared responsibility to honor the past, serve the 

present, and build a stronger future—one stitch, one act of service, and one piece at a time.  

 

 I have started site visits and look forward to hearing from all of you sharing more as the year unfolds. 

Here are a few highlights we can look forward to: 

• September: Mission-focused training hosted by Past Presidents 

• October: Fall Conference in St. Cloud 

• November 7: 3rd District Family Membership Rally in Pine Island 

• November 8: Leadership luncheon to honor our Unit Presidents – that will be held in Morristown.  

• December 5: Pearl Harbour Rally 

Through it all, our mission remains Service Not Self as we continue supporting veterans, their families, 

and our communities. 

Please watch updates on social media, in newsletters, and by email as we begin this new year. I am 

excited to see as many of you as possible and to serve alongside you. 

May God Bless you and your families. 

Cavalene Regan 
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Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much. Helen Keller 

Stiching together our family, one piece at a time… . Stiching together our family, one piece at a time. 
 



 

 

My name is Ireland Cooney and I’m honored to be the 
Third District Honorary Junior President this year, thank you 
Cavalene Regan for this appointment.  I have been a Junior and 
the Little Miss Poppy for 3 1/2 years now for Elysian since I joined 
in 2023.  I can be a member through my dad’s service in the Navy 
and a couple of my great grandpas too.  My dad was a SeaBee in 
the Navy and served in Mississippi, Korea, Spain, and 
Afghanistan.  I’m proud of his service. I have 2 older brothers, 
both SAL members and both have been in the essay contest.  My 
mom is Halie. Grandma Tammy Thayer, great grandma Edna 
Thayer, and many aunts are all Auxiliary members.  

Besides being Little Miss Poppy, I attended Department Junior Fun Weekend at Legionville last 
year and the District Fun Day at St Paul Park.  I also enjoyed my first Legionville Safety camp this summer.  
I attended my first district Poppy Palooza in Cleveland this year. This was the first year I could write an 
essay for the Americanism contest, and I was lucky to get second at state.  I have been in a few parades 
and enjoyed handing out poppies at Memorial Days in the past. I have volunteered in the food stands.  
This month I will be a fifth grader at Harriet Bishop.  I just joined Faribault Unit 43 and I’m glad our Junior 
Fun Day will be there. Thank you President Gina Little for hosting us. 

My Theme: One Smile at a Time 
My Project: Collecting Dental Supplies for the Free Dental and Wellness Clinics for Veterans.  

They will be made into free dental kits to hand out at the clinics.  We need: toothbrushes, floss, mouth 
wash without alcohol, toothpaste, breath mints, toothbrush holders, etc. They can be dropped off now at 
Faribault Unit 43, or brought to Fall Conference.  

My Big Event: Third District Junior Fun Day on November 14, 2026.  Please come! 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Honorary Junior President’s          "Believe you can and you're halfway there." —Theodore Roosevelt 

 

Honorary Junior President’s 

VA&R Monthly Idea 

I'm excited to be chosen to be the 3rd District VA&R chair for this year. I look forward to 
hearing from you on ideas on ways to support our veterans. This month an idea 
presented was to host a coffee Cafe once a month for all veterans to be welcome. 
Serving coffee, treats and support.  
 
Email me your ideas, I would love to hear them.  ginaalaunit43@gmail.com 
 

 VA & R            “A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compassion can heal” Steve Maraboli 

Honorary Junior President’s 



 

Past President Parley by Linda Kelly 

I’m back this year as your Past President parley Chairman.  This chairmanship is set up to be 

in order as our District Presidents served our district.  Usually, this chairmanship is for only one 

year, because our Standing Rules dictate that a member can only serve as President for one 

year at a time.  My exception is because I served for two consecutive years due to Covid 19. 

We meet annually and at our meeting last fall we decided to help our members determine 

which of their activities, donations, and volunteer hours qualify under each of the annual 

reports that we submit. 

And, YOU ARE INVITED. 

On September 19, 2026 
Shakopee American Legion 

1266 1st Ave E, Shakopee, MN  55379 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

There will not be a charge for this meeting, but there will be a handout, and we would 

appreciate you letting us know if you will be attending.  We would appreciate each unit 

taking only one copy and making copies as needed when they get back to their units.  You 

can RSVP to Secretary Karla at t.d.news2share@gmail.com or Past President Parley Chairman 

Linda at lkkauxiliary@gmail.com.  

Lunch will be available from the Legion at your own expense.  Thank you and we look 

forward to seeing you. 

 

Barbara Stussy - Dist. President 1989/1990 

Our District should be very proud of their Past President Parley.  We recently lost 
Barbara Stussy, one of our past presidents.  Many of your past presidents, along 
with several members, attended Barbara’s funeral service.  They gave a short 
program and shared the part that Barbara played in our District.  Her family 
knew how much the American Legion Auxiliary meant to her, but the service 
reinforced for them.  They were very appreciative. 

 

 

PAST PRESDIENT PARLEY 
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Autumn greetings! This is my favorite time of year. I love the cooler temperatures, colorful 

leaves, and cozy sweatshirts. I hope everyone gets outside to enjoy the season—I know I’ll be 

heading to the apple orchards. Past Commander Don Skow and I are teaming up once 

again for our special contest at Fall conference, and I hope you will consider being one of 

our judges. 

This summer did not feel like much of a break from the Auxiliary. We had picnics, meetings, 

workshops, and conventions. It was fun, but it was also a lot of work. I hope we can carry 

that momentum into fall. District chairmen who missed the workshop missed a good one 

filled with helpful information. 

Here are a few important reminders: 

➢ Newsletter articles are due on the 15th of each month, including Golden Unit 

News submissions. 
➢ Please do not send PDF files. 
➢ Please avoid sending photos to my phone. Instead, use the Third District 

email address: t.d.news2share@gmail.com. 
➢ Some chairmen have special months when they need to submit articles, so 

please be prepared. 
➢ Yes, you may write more than one article. 

Please note: It was agreed at the executive meeting that chairmen do not need to create a 

trifold board for Mid-Winter. 

Unit reports are due to the appropriate district chairman by April 15th. District chairmen must 

submit their reports to the District Secretary by April 24. 

Hopefully the weather cooperates so we can hold Mid-Winter on January 16, 2026, at 9 a.m. 

in Eagan, Post 594. I believe it will be held at their Community Center. Stay tuned for more 

details. 

 

Hero’s Hub Open House 

Please take a moment to learn more about Hero’s Hub, a new resource in our district. Unit 45 

in New Prague is hosting an open house on September 27, and several of us recently had 

the opportunity to tour the space and hear Joni speak passionately about its mission. 

Hero’s Hub will be a wonderful asset for Unit 45 and for our entire district. Units that would like 

to help, are encouraged to consider a donation or collection of new items, which will be 

shared with veterans in need. 

 

 

 

Secretary Message                   “ We Rise by Lifting Others” 
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The Third District website is slowly taking shape. I hope that this 

year we can build out the Program Files tab with helpful 

information and fresh ideas for our units. To me, getting this 

completed feels a bit like herding cats. 

Facebook is back, and Michelle, Barbara, Tammy, and I are 

working hard to keep you up to date on activities in our district. If 

you have an activity, you would like to share, please let me know. 

I may be able to post it on Facebook and on our website. 

Social Page Be sure to watch for our “Social Page” for helpful 

updates and planning information. You will find a save-the-date 

calendar to make scheduling your fall activities easier, along with a social calendar where 

units and posts can share upcoming events, recurring meals, and special occasions. 

• Recurring events, such as steak Frys, Hamburger Basket specials, Fish fry’ 
• Special occasion events hosted by units or posts  
• Dates and reminders to help members plan ahead 

Hope to see you soon. Karla, Third District Secretary 

 

 

September  

19th Past President workshop 

October  

 3rd Past President Parley meeting 

17th Convention Committee meeting 9-12 

 23-25th Dept. Fall Conference    

November  

7th Dist. Family Gathering Pine Island 

   8th Past Unit Presidents Luncheon Morristown 

  10 Happy Birthday American Legion Auxiliary 

    

11 Veterans’ Day.   

December  

                                                   5th Pearl Harbor Rally 



Junior Activities Program District 3 Chairman, Tamara Thayer, Faribault Unit 43 

     The American Legion Auxiliary Junior Activities Program is one of the best ways we can introduce young 
people to the joy of serving others, honoring our veterans, learning about patriotism and developing 
leadership skills. 

     Junior members are ALA membership age 17 and under.  The purpose of the Junior Activities Program is 
to inspire these young members to become active, productive members of the Auxiliary and to encourage 
them to continue their membership into adulthood.  The program emphasizes giving Juniors a voice, 
meaningful opportunities to participate, learning about the ALA mission and making junior meetings fun 
and informative. 

     For our 3rd District units, Junior Activities should not be thought of as simply a program for children.  It 
is an investment in the future of the American legion Auxiliary. 

     What can juniors do all year long? 

There are opportunities for Juniors in virtually every area of the Auxiliary’s mission.  A Junior does not have 
to wait for a special junior event to participate. 

Serving our veterans, Juniors can: 

• Make cards, letters and drawings for veterans. 
• Visit veterans when permitted and participate in veteran recognition activities. 
• Help with VA and veteran’s home projects appropriate for their age. 
• Assemble care packages for deployed service members. 
• Participate in troop-sendoffs and welcome-home events. 
• Help with Poppy Program activities and distribute poppies while learning what the poppy 

represents. Participate as a “Little Miss Poppy” if 12 years old and under or if older they could 
serve as the “Poppy Princess”.  

• Participate in Memorial Day and Veterans Day activities. 
• Help with POW/MIA remembrance events. 
• Participating in Wreaths Across America Activities.  
• Juniors can make patriotic crafts or gifts for veterans. 
• Help prepare Christmas gifts or holiday packages for veterans. 
• Collect personal-care items for veterans in need. 
• Participate in fundraising projects that benefit veterans. 
• Interview veterans and preserve their stories, with appropriate adult supervision and permission. 
• Juniors can work together with SAL Youth to work on and earn the patches.  Both programs have 

the same patches.   
• If your Auxiliary Junior Program has few members, you can work together with the  SAL Youth on 

most of these activities. 

Helping Military Families 

 

Junior Activities: Building Tomorrow’s Leaders Through Service  

 



 

Juniors can learn that serving veterans also means supporting the families who stand beside them.  

• Have the Junior members present the Military Child’s Table at a special event. 
• Make cards for military families, and prepare care packages. 
• Collecting school supplies or personal-care items.  
• Helping with family events held at the Post. 
• Organizing a toy or book drive to support military families. 
• Teaching younger children about patriotism and the American Flag.  
• Participate in community clean-up projects, food drives, collecting donations for local food 

shelves, participate in community parades, and local patriotic ceremonies. 
• Organize a fund raiser for a veterans’ cause.  
• Make blankets, fleece-tie blankets or comfort items for people in need. 
• Help with cemetery beautification or veteran grave-marking projects. 
• Adopt a veteran, military family or community organization for a year-long service project.  

     The ALA’s organization structure specifically includes Junior Activities alongside programs such as 
Children & Youth, Community Service, Americanism, and Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, giving units 
many opportunities to combine programs and involve Juniors in the Auxiliary’s broader mission. 

     Don’t forget the Junior Patch Program!  One of the best ways to keep Juniors involved throughout the 
year is the ALA Junior Patch Program. The National Junior Activities specifically encourages participation 
in the Patch Program as a way to teach Juniors about the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Instead of simply telling a junior what the Auxiliary does, let them experience it! That is how a young 
member learns that their service matters. 

     Junior meetings can be FUN!  Include: crafts, patriotic games, Trivia, pizza or snacks, guest speakers, 
veteran visits, service projects, care-package projects, awards and recognition, photos of their 
accomplishments, and junior-led project planning.  

     Encourage your Juniors to participate in District 3 events such as the Junior Fun Day with Veterans, 
Department Junior Fun Day, Legionville, and Juniors age 8 and older are invited to participate in national 
Junior meetings. 

     Send a Junior member to Girls State, encourage them to participate in the Americanism Essay Contest 
and the Oratorical Contest through the Legion.   

     Every Unit in 3rd District should ask itself: “Do we have Junior members?” If the answer is no ask “Why 
not?” If the answer is yes, ask: “Are we giving them meaningful and fun ways to serve?” and “Are we 
recognizing and celebrating what they accomplish?” 

     The future of the American Legion Auxiliary is our Juniors – our children, grandchildren, nieces, 
neighbors, and friends. 

Let’s invite them in. 
Let’s give them a voice. 
Let’s teach them the meaning of service. 
Let’s introduce them to our veterans. 
Let’s give them opportunities to lead. 



 

And most importantly, let’s make being an American Legion Auxiliary Junior something they are 
proud to be.  A Junior today can become an Auxiliary Leader Tomorrow… Our Junior members aren’t just 
the future, they are part of the Auxiliary today.  

     Every card they make, every veteran they thank, every poppy they distribute, every community project 
they complete and every new Junior they invite is another way they are carrying forward the mission of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

     For current Junior Activities resources, awards, forms, and program information, type “American Legion 
Auxiliary Junior Activities” in the Google search bar for the national website, or click on this link  Junior 
Member Activities | American Legion Auxiliary Department of Minnesota   Let’s give our Juniors every 
opportunity to serve, lead, learn, and have fun – because when we invest in our young mem bers, we 
are investing in the future of the American 
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Sherri Hernandez-Neville  

Hello American Legion Auxiliary Family, 

My name is Sherri Hernandez-Neville, and I am honored to serve as your Third District Auxiliary 
Membership Chair. I look forward to working with our units and members as we grow membership and 
support one another throughout the year. 

My eligibility comes through my family’s proud tradition of military service. My grandfather, Genarus 
Hernandez, served in the U.S. Army during World War II. My uncle, James Hernandez Sr., served in the 
U.S. Army, and my father, Frank Hernandez, served in the United States Marine Corps; both were Vietnam 
Era veterans. Their service continues to inspire my commitment to veterans, patriotism, and community 
service. 

Membership is the heart of the American Legion Auxiliary. It gives us the strength to serve veterans, 
support military families, encourage youth, and promote Americanism in our communities. 

Our first goal is to reach 30% membership by September 15, followed by 50% membership by Fall 
Conference. The district that takes first place at Fall Conference will take home the coveted Scanlon 
Plaque. With personal contact, teamwork, and encouragement, I know we can get there together. 

I would be happy to visit any unit that invites me—to listen, answer questions, and offer support where I 
can. If you would like to gather once a month to make poppies, share ideas, talk membership, and enjoy 
camaraderie, please let me know. I would love to help bring us together. 

I am still planning for the year ahead, and you will hear more from me in the next letter to come. 

Making a difference, One member at a time! 

Sherri Hernandez-Neville 
Third District Auxiliary Membership Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP -- “Remember our purpose. The American Legion Auxiliary is focused on Service Not Self — we honor 
our veterans, military, and their families." 



 



 

 

Treasurer 



 

 

 



 

 

Protected Funds Account  
 
Below is the Protected Funds Audited report. 
The Protected Funds account is where we keep the funds that are donated for certain projects such as the 
President and Honorary Jr Presidents Project, St Peters Treatment Center for the Veterans that are there, or 
member donations for things they sponsor like trophy engraving, the Auxiliary Emergency Fund Silent Auction and 
the Past Presidents Parley fund.  This account was split from the General Fund in 2024-2025. 
 
After disbursing the money that was donated there is a total of $3788.33 in the Protected Funds to start the new 
year. 
 

Updated 7-31-2026

Protected Funds  Projects and Funds
PRESIDENTS PROJECT 2024-2025 Tamara Thayer

Balance on hand 7/31/25 $1,210.00 

$225.06 

TOTAL RECEIPTS    $1,435.06
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $1,435.06 

Balance on hand as of 7/31/26 $0.00 

PRESIDENTS PROJECT 2025-2026 Ann Bovy

Balance on hand 7/31/2025 Hastings Landscaping $0.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS    Report 2 $3,287.00 

moved  from Hastings Shown Below  $200.00 

Total in Reciepts  $3,487.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS Chk 128  6-18-2026  $3,487.00 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26 $0.00 

PRESIDENTS PROJECT 2025-2026 Ann Bovy

Balance on hand 7/31/2025 St Peter Disc Course $0.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS    Report 2 $3,017.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $3,017.00 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26 $0.00 

Honorary Jr Presidents project

Beginning balance 8/1/24  $202.66 

 $940.00 

Total Receipts  $1,142.66 

Disbursements chk 0130  6-18-2026  $1,142.66 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26  $- 

DONATIONS FOR ST. PETER Christmas and Spring Fling Parties

Balance on hand 7/31/25 $1,039.33 

TOTAL RECEIPTS    Total Report 2  $1,030.00 

Total $2,069.33 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $940.90 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26 $1,128.43 

DONATIONS FOR HASTINGS

Balance on hand 7/31/25 $200.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $200.00  



 

 

PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY

Balance on hand 7/31/2025  $420.20 

Total Receipts  $46.00 

TOTAL  $466.20 

Total Disbursements  $- 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26  $466.20 

Forciea Dixon Memorial Beginning balance 7/31/25  $93.31 

Membership Plaque No receipts  no Disbursements

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26  $93.31 

Lois Wenz Vets Affairs & Rehab PlaqueBeginning balance 7/31/2025  $109.80 

Disbursements    

150 and under plaque 2026  $16.11   

151 and over plaque 2026  $16.10 

Total Disbursements  $32.21 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26    $77.59 

Legislation Plaque 24 yrs 2025 Beginning balance 7/31/2025  $- 

Total Receipts  $500.00 

Disbursements Not Awarded  $- 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26    $500.00 

Thayer Americanism Education Beginning balance 7/31/2025  $- 

Total Receipts  $500.00 

Total Disbursements Starting in 2027  24 years left  $16.10 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26    $483.90 

PAT KERBER PLAQUE JR Beginning balance 7/31/25  $16.67 

Total Receipts   $- 

Total Disbursements  $16.17 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26  $0.50 

Article II Section 3 A, 1. 2

HOSTING DEPT / Dist JR EVENTS FUNDBeginning balance 7/31/25  $1,038.40 

Receipts Receipts 2025-26 $0.00

Total Disbursements  $- 

Balance on hand as of 6/30/26 $0.00  $1,038.40 

3rd District FUNDS Balance Balance on hand as of 6/30/26 $3,788.33  

 

 

 



 

3rd District

Unit #: Location:

Date:

Phone #: Email Address:

3rd District Dues   See the 3rd District Newsletter  starting September 1st 2026 for the amount due from the Unit

   by Dec 1st 2026.  (These dues were  collected  August 1st 2025 though July 31st 2026)

District Dues Check #: Amount Due

Please submit a separate check for the unit District Dues

1. Make checks payable to the American Legion Auxiliary Please write District Dues on the memo line

2. Mail the check and District Dues form to the 3rd District Treasurer at the address shown below:

3rd Distict Presidents Project  -$                                  
3rd District Honorary Jr Presidents Project -$                                  
St Peters Treatment Center for Veterans Christmas and Spring Fling Parties -$                                  

Total 3rd District Auxiliary Program Donations -$                                  

Donation Check #:

Donation checks MAY NOT include any other payment.  DONATIONS ONLY! 

1. Make checks payable to the American Legion Auxiliary    Please write Donation on the memo line

2. Mail the check and Donation form to the 3rd District Treasurer at the address shown below.

3. Any questions email Dist3AuxiliaryFinance@outlook.com or call 651-429-3885

                             Please put 3rd District Pres Project in the memo line if sending Directly to the food pantry 

                      Please let the 3rd District Treasure know if you have made a gambling donation for the Presidents Project
Teri Richardson
3rd District TreasyrerTreasurer
200 Hallam Ave S
Mahtomedi MN 55115

 Any donations made with Gambling Funds must be made out to and sent Directly to MN Veterans Food Pantry

 (THE 3RD District Auxiliary cannot accept GAMBLING FUND DONATIONS)  

American Legion Auxiliary

Submitted By:

2026-27 District Dues Form ( for 2026 dues) and   2026-27 Donation Form

                              3rd District Auxiliary Programs                                                                                          Amount



 

 

POW/MIA CEREMONY 

Narrator: Today, we pay tribute to the men and women who have served our nation unselfishly. Within each of us 
lies the American spirit, a burning desire to dedicate and commit ourselves to the 31 American Legion Auxiliary 
Chaplains’ Prayer Book American ideals of freedom. This desire is deep within the heart and soul of each Soldier, 
Sailor, Airman, Marine, and Coast Guardsman. It is undaunted by weather conditions, living conditions, or 
hardship of mission. When the bells of freedom first rang out, we were there at Bunker Hill, Lexington, and the 
brutal winter at Valley Forge. Thousands of us gave our lives at Bull Run, Manassas, Antietam, and Gettysburg. 
We rode with Teddy Roosevelt and his Rough Riders up San Juan Hill. Whenever and wherever, America called, 
we were there. We fought battles of the Marne and Chateau Thierry in World War I. We were at the Battle of the 
Bulge, the Ardennes Forest and all along the European front of World War II. We endured Corregidor. We survived 
the Bataan Death March. We raised the Flag at Iwo Jima. We landed at Utah and Normandy on D-Day, 1944. We 
have never failed to answer our country’s call. We fought the unrelenting fight at the 38th parallel, better known 
as Korea. We trudged through the rice paddies and jungles of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. We were the 241 
Marines killed in Beirut. We were the pilots who flew the daring mission against Libya and international terrorism. 
America has always counted on us. We were the peacekeepers in the Sinai; liberators of the tiny island nations of 
Grenada; restorers of democracy in Panama; victors in the sand of the Middle East. We were givers of hope in 
Somalia and Bosnia. America’s military has always been the beacon of freedom, shining for all to see. We have 
marched with our heads held high and served with pride. Through all these periods of war and American history, 
one question remains unanswered: Where are our brothers—our prisoners of war, our missing in action 
veterans? This is not an absence of choice but rather one which emulates duty, honor, and country. Let us 
remember their absence. (Pause) We call your attention to the small table, which occupies a place of dignity and 
honor. It is set for one, symbolizing the fact that members of our armed forces are missing from our ranks. They 
are referred to as POWs and MIAs. We call them comrades. They are unable to be with their loved ones and 
families, so we join together to pay humble tribute to them, and to bear witness to their continued absence. 32 
American Legion Auxiliary Chaplains’ Prayer Book The table is small, symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner, alone 
against his or her suppressors. The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity of their intentions to respond to 
their country’s call to arms. The single rose in the vase signifies the blood they may have shed in sacrifice to 
ensure the freedom of our beloved United States of America. This rose also reminds us of the family and friends 
of our missing comrades who keep faith, while awaiting their return. The red ribbon on the vase represents the 
red ribbons worn on the lapels of the thousands who demand, with unyielding determination, a proper account 
of our comrades who are not among us. A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of their bitter fate. The salt 
sprinkled on the plate reminds us of the countless fallen hearts of families as they wait. The glass is inverted; 
they cannot toast with us at this time. The chair is empty. They are NOT here. The candle is reminiscent of the 
light of hope, which lives in our hearts to illuminate their way home, away from their captors, to open arms of a 
grateful nation. The American flag reminds us that many of them may never return— and have paid the supreme 
sacrifice to insure our freedom. As you say the following, a veteran of each military branch will place his or her 
cap, on the appointed plate. If preferred, members of The American Legion; American Legion Auxiliary, including 
Juniors; or Sons of The American Legion could place a flower rather than a cap.) Please rise. Wait a few seconds. 
In honor of the United States Army, we place this cap [flower]. In honor of the United States Marines, we place  

CHAPLIAN  



 

this cap [flower]. In honor of the United States Navy, we place this cap [flower]. In honor of the United States Air 
Force, we place this cap [flower]. In honor of the United States Coast Guard, we place this cap [flower]. Please  

observe one minute of silence to honor these missing Americans. Pause for one minute. Remember them, for 
surely they remember you. May God forever watch over them and protect them and their families. 

 

District Chaplain Ann Bovy 

Dear Loving Father, 

We pause to remember the great losses and courageous acts of September 11th. We lift 
those who are still affected- Families of the victims, police officers, firemen and 
Firewomen, first responders and all who were involved. We pray for light of Christ to flood 
the hearts of people everywhere. We believe you desire to redeem all your creation, and we 
trust that beauty will continue to come from the ashes of our darkest days. Surround us 
with your mighty angles of protection, give us compassion for one another in all life’s 
circumstances, and the courage to answer your call. Amen 

 

 

 

“Congratulations to 3rd District Darlene Wondra for all 

the years she volunteered at the Hastings Veterans 

Home.  She will be missed." 

 

 

 



 

 

Third District American Legion Auxiliary Member of the Year Award                                      

(Framed Certificate) 

This award is for an outstanding American Legion Auxiliary Member of the Year.  Each unit is eligible 

to submit one nomination per year (500 words or less) postmarked prior to March 1st.  Information 

shall be included as to how this nominee has made continuous outstanding contributions to your 

Unit.  No pictures, newspaper articles, or clippings are allowed.  Only narratives will be accepted.  

Nomination letters must come from the nominee’s own Unit with signatures of two Unit officers, 

including their names, phone numbers, addresses and signed and dated. Nomination letters will 

remain on file and active for three years.  After three years, a Unit will need to re-submit an updated 

nomination letter.  Please notify the District Secretary if the nominee becomes deceased during the 

three-year time frame and was not chosen prior to their death.  The Award Recipient is determined by 

the vote of the previous recipients of the Elaine Hein Auxiliary Member of the Year Award and the 

Third District Auxiliary Member of the Year.  The Award recipient will be announced at the Third 

District Convention in May and awarded a framed certificate. 

It is up to each Unit to find a deserving member.  Everyone knows there are many members that 

should be nominated for this award, whether they are working the programs of the Auxiliary in the 

background or leaders of your Unit.  Please take the time to nominate someone in your Unit for this 

prestigious award.  Also, please include how to contact your nominee for the next year if they are a 

winner:  name, email address, phone number and mailing address. 

This award is for Third District only and has nothing to do with the Dept. of Minnesota Auxiliary 

Member of the Year award, if you note, our qualifications are different from those of Dept.   

Also, please, Past Winners of this award, when you receive a voting letter and nominations after 

March 15th, please VOTE.  You are the only ones who can select the next winner for our District. 

 

Please mail/email nomination letters to: 

 

Barbara Klehr 

921 Sommerville Street South 

Shakopee, MN  55379 

babsklehr@hotmail.com  

 

If you have any questions, please contact any members of this committee: Betty Schlueter, Darlene 

Wondra, Lois Wenz, Suzette Maluchnik or Barbara Klehr 

 

 

Third District American Legion Auxiliary Member of the Year Award                                       

mailto:babsklehr@hotmail.com


 

 

LEADERSHIP – Darlene Wondra, chairman 

As we starting the new Auxiliary Year let’s review our pledges we made during our Unit installation. 

Sergeant at arms, you are responsible for order at all meeting and events; for the advancement and retirement of the 
colors and for their proper care; for courtesies to guests and such other duties as may be assigned to you; for regular 

attendance at meetings and cooperation with the President. 
 

Chaplain, you are the spiritual leader of this Unit. Your words and actions will represent our founding principles of 

service to God and Country. You will be responsible for the observance of all religions ceremonies. It is expected that you 
will so dignify your office that all fellow members will follow your example. 
 

Historian, you are responsible for the compiling and preserving of the records of this Unit. The lamp of recorded 

experience will do much to guide the footsteps of those who follow. 
 

Parliamentarian, you are the interpreter of the Standing Rules, and the Constitution and Bylaws of our Unit. Keep in 

mind the good of the American Legion Auxiliary when called upon for a ruling. 
 

Treasurer, your office is one of trust. You are responsible for this year’s budget and for payment of all authorized 

obligations. Guard well your trust. 
 

Secretary, your duties are those of administrative and the promptness and discretion with which you meet your 
responsibilities will contribute to the success of this Unit. 
 

Executive Committee Members, your duties are to assist the President and the Vice Presidents in decisions, 

recommendations, or any plans for our Unit projects or plans. 
 

Second Vice President, into your helpful hands is placed the responsibility of assisting the Vice President and President 

in all their duties. You will always be alert to apply the teachings of freedom to the proceedings of this Unit. 
 

First Vice President, to you is given the active cooperation with the President for the development of the Unit program. 

In the absence of the President, you will be prepared to assume the duties of her office. Your office carries with it the 
teachings of Justice. Always remember that Justice is the guiding Star of Life. 
 

President, great trust has been placed in you by your election to the highest office within this Unit. And as you assume the 

duties of the Unit President of the American Legion Auxiliary, I charge you to carry constantly in your mind the obligation 

which is yours, that of upholding the four great principles expressed in the Preamble to the Constitution:  
Justice, Freedom, Democracy and Loyalty. 
 

Every member of the Units pledge, ‘I solemnly promise to renew my pledge of service to the American Legion 

Auxiliary and to give wholehearted support to these Unit Officers.’ 

 

THANK YOU, PAST UNIT PRESIDENTS 
APRECIATION LUNCHEON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8TH @ 1PM 

Morristown American Legion 

101 W Main St, Morristown, MN 55052 

Trivia…..Guest Speaker …. $10 

RSVP Oct 31: to Darlene Wondra, 3rd District Leadership Chairman 

12451 100th St W Montgomery, MN 56069 

507-351-3141 

Let me know of any dietary needs when RSVP 

 

Attached is the poster!!! 

LEADERSHIP 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a91695ffc41a912c1014a9184d0a001e709291906cdafc80a0998cb92db2e72cJmltdHM9MTc4NTI4MzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=212f75f5-16ab-6130-211d-625112ab63cf&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9QW1lcmljYW4lMjBMZWdpb24mc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjc4NENDNTIwODJFNjU1OSZwcG9pcz00NC4yMjY1MjA1MzgzMzAwOF8tOTMuNDQ0NzcwODEyOTg4MjhfQW1lcmljYW4lMjBMZWdpb25fWU43ODRDQzUyMDgyRTY1NTl-JmNwPTQ0LjIyNjUyMX4tOTMuNDQ0NzcxJnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM


 

 

 



 

St Peter Regional Treatment Center         
 
One of our ALA Third District programs is the St Peter Regional Treatment. 
The St Peter Regional Treatment Center was under the ALA Veterans Affair & Rehabilitation program 
of the Department of Minnesota. In the late 1990 – early 2000 the treatment center was discontinued. 
The ALA 3rd District did not want the Veterans to go without the Gift Shop; $5 bill shower and all the 
other benefits we provided for them. The Department American Legion includes the veterans there in 
all their benefits that they provide the other homes/hospitals, for example the pheasant dinner.  
 
The St Peter Regional Treatment Center has three programs on their campus: 
Forensic Services Mental Health Program (FMHP) 
Forensic Services Nursing Home 
Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP) 
 
NO VETERANS LEFT BEHIND 
Of the 500-600 patients/clients on this campus, about 25 are Veterans. In the form of the Gift Shop 
and the $5 bill shower, our 3rd District has made sure each Veteran is appreciated. The veterans 
there enjoy their gifts, pizza parties and playing BINGO or Trivia (with prizes), during the Veterans 
Day and spring parties. We cannot visit with the veterans in the MSOP program, but they do receive 
their gifts.  
 
Just like any of us…. how we feel about ourselves is important, which is a great part of their 
treatment. We say thank you, for their service through the parties and gift we provide for them. When 
I’m there with them, they proudly wear their t-shirts, sweatshirts or caps they have been given, and 
can’t thank me enough for not forgetting about them. 
 
Please put into your Units budget a donation to the St Peter Regional Treatment Center, the veterans 
there appreciate being remembered.  
 
NO VETERANS LEFT BEHIND 
Darlene Wondra, Chairman 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3rd District 

Thank you – thank you – Thank you – Thank you – Thank you – Thank you 
– Thank you 

I can’t say it enough for all the support my district has shown me over 
the past years – as part of your District Executive Committee – your 
District President – your Department 1st and 2nd Vice President, and now 
as your Department of Minnesota President. 

Thank you, members, for cheering me on at installation at convention, 
Sherry, for the beautiful poppy gem picture, and all of you for your 
donation at convention to jump-start my project.  It was appreciated.  
Linda Kelly 

 

 



 



 

 

Northfield Unit #84  

"Every 8 weeks the ALA Northfield 

Unit #84 hosts a Red Cross Blood 

drive. Here is their drive on June 7, 

2026. All 3 are Auxiliary members 

with a total of 101 membership 

years. Previous drives average 38 

whole blood donors and 8 Power 

Red donors. Marilyn Petersen has 

been the coordinator since 2017 and 

she also donates platelets. Pamela 

Petersn donates blood, platelets and 

has been a volunteer for 9 years. 

Barbara Swenson has been a 

volunteer for 8 years"  

 

 

 New Prague 

Steak fry 

Steak Fry and a tour of 

Hero’s Hub, fantastic 

food and a learning 

opportunity. Good 

Luck to the Auxiliary 

and their new project.  

 

 

 

OUR UNITS ARE GOLDEN! 2026/2027  



 

3rd District Officers & Chairmen for 2026-2027

Position Name Unit# Street Address Town Zip Cell Email Address

President CAVALENE REGAN 225 5106 207 ST N FOREST LAKE 55025 612-867-4248 ALA100YRS@GMAIL.COM

1st Vice President SALLY STRASSER 98 381 GRAFTON AVE N OAKDALE 55128 612-791-9208 SALLYSTRASS56@GMAIL.COM

2nd Vice President TAMI PAUL 2 725 COBBLESTONE WAY SHAKOPEE 55379 952-666-9306 tamipaul.ala@gmail.com

Executive Committee SHERRI HERNANDEZ 225 39605 HOMESTEAD AVE NORTH BRANCH 55056 651-955-2942 SHERRI_MEZA@YAHOO.COM

Executive Committee JEORGIA CLUCKEY 98 2207 BROMLEY ST S ST PAUL 55071 651-402-7161 j.l.cluckey@outlook.com

Jr. Past President ANN BOVY 601 10713 COUNTY RD 153 COLOGNE 55322 952-466-2585 ABOVYAUXILIARY@CENTURYLINK.NET

Chaplain/MEMORIAL ANN BOVY 601 10713 COUNTY RD 153 COLOGNE 55322 952-466-2585 ABOVYAUXILIARY@CENTURYLINK.NET

Secretary KARLA OTTERNESS 407 239 WESTGATE DR WINSTED 55395 320-420-8163 T.D.NEWS2SHARE@GMAIL.COM 

Treasurer/FINANCE TERI RICHARDSON 507 200 HALLAM AVE S MAHTOMEDI 55115 612-799-1905 Dist3AuxiliaryFinance@outlook.com

Parliamentarian BARBARA KLEHR 2 921 SOMMERVILLE ST S SHAKOPEE 55379 952-649-1291 BABSKLEHR@HOTMAIL.COM 

Sgt At Arms DIANE MACKENTHUN 343 625 PARK AVE HAMBURG 55339 952-467-3534 DIANEMACKENTHUN8@GMAIL.CO

Americanism KARLA OTTERNESS 407 239 WESTGATE DR WINSTED 55395 320-420-8163 T.D.NEWS2SHARE@GMAIL.COM 

Armed Forces Center LEE GOODYEAR 225

Aux. Emergency Fund KELLY KAUSS 311 PO BOX 202 ELYSIAN 56028 602-717-7612 MKKAUSS@YAHOO.COM

Children & Youth DEANNA MEYER 143 PO BOX 248 BROWNTON 55312 320-779-4121 DEEESTHER@HOTMAIL.COM 

Community Service

Education DIANE MACKENTHUN 343 625 PARK AVE HAMBURG 55339 952-467-3534 DIANEMACKENTHUN8@GMAIL.CO

Girls State JOANNE JOACHIM 580 101 FULLER ST N  Apt 301 SHAKOPEE 55379 612-834-1540 JOANNETDMF@FRONTIERNET.NET

Historian/History TAMI PAUL 2 725 COBBLESTONE WAY SHAKOPEE 55379 952-666-9306 tamipaul.ala@gmail.com

Junior Activites TAMARA THAYER 43 4817 5TH ST NW ROCHESTER 55901 507-319-4349 TLTHAYER@GMAIL.COM 

Junior President IRELAND COONEY 311 7 ROOTS BEACH LANE ELYSIAN 56028 507-319-4349 TLTHAYER@GMAIL.COM 

Leadership DARLENE WONDRA 79 12451 100TH ST W MONTGOMERY 56069 507-351-3141 NEWS4DARLENE@EARTHLINK.NET

Legislation JUDY HANNAH 225

Membership SHERRI HERNANDEZ 225 39605 HOMESTEAD AVE NORTH BRANCH 55056 651-955-2942 SHERRI_MEZA@YAHOO.COM

Memory Book CHERI SANTANNI 225 22511 EVERGREEN CIRCLE FOREST LAKE 55025 651-237-5852

National Security SALLY STRASSER 98 381 GRAFTON AVE N OAKDALE 55128 612-791-9208 SLSTRASS@HOTMAIL.COM

Past President Parley LINDA KELLY 189 17670 511TH  ST PINE ISLAND 55963 507 -421-8270 LKKAUXILIARY@GMAIL.COM

Poppy JEORGIA CLUCKEY 98 2207 BROMLEY ST S ST PAUL 55071 651-402-7161 j.l.cluckey@outlook.com

Public Relations MICHELLE LEONARD 189 614 7TH ST E NORTHFIELD 55057 651-238-5614 LEONARDMICHELLE28@GMAIL.COM 

St. Peter Rep DARLENE WONDRA 79 12451 100TH ST W MONTGOMERY 56069 507-744-2503 NEWS4DARLENE@EARTHLINK.NET

Veterans Aff & Rehab/SERVICE TO VET GINA LITTLE 43 2424 - 158th Street East FARIBAULT 55021 507-210-6900 ginaalaunit43@gmail.com

Nominating  Chair NORTH /EAST MICHELLE LEONARD 189 614 7TH ST E NORTHFIELD 55057 651-238-5614 LEONARDMICHELLE28@GMAIL.COM 

Nominating Comm WEST DIANE MACKENTHUN 343 625 PARK AVE HAMBURG 55339 952-467-3534 DIANEMACKENTHUN8@GMAIL.CO

Nominating Comm SOUTH BARBARA KLEHR 2 921 SOMMERVILLE ST S SHAKOPEE 55379 952-649-1291 BABSKLEHR@HOTMAIL.COM 

Standing Rules Chair BARBARA KLEHR 2 921 SOMMERVILLE ST S SHAKOPEE 55379 952-649-1291 BABSKLEHR@HOTMAIL.COM 

Standing Rules Comm CINDY WENTZ 57 401 1/2 N CHESTNUT ST #5 CHASKA 55318 952-217-9240 CYNTHIA.WENZ14@GMAIL.COM

Standing Rules Comm BETTY SCHLUETER 96 HUTCHENSON

Auditing Committtee   UNIT MEMBER JOANNE JOACHIM 580 101 FULLER ST N  Apt 301 SHAKOPEE 55379 612-834-1540 JOANNETDMF@FRONTIERNET.NET

Auditing Committtee PAST PRESIDENT DIANE MACKENTHUN 343 625 PARK AVE HAMBURG 55339 952-467-3534 DIANEMACKENTHUN8@GMAIL.CO

Auditing Committtee PAST PRESDEINT KAREN RASMUSSEN 43 30 Brand Ave FARIBAULT 55021 507-412-1011 KADRAS1217@GMAIL.COM

Risk & Compliance MARY JO YORK 225 ???


