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THIRD DISTRICT AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY (TENTATIVE) CONVENTION RULES 
 

1. This Convention shall be governed by the Constitution/By-Laws of the American Legion Auxiliary Third 
District Standing Rules, the Official Call to Convention, the rules adopted by this Convention, and any 
points not covered thereby shall be governed by “Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 12th Edition”. 

2. The Delegates of the Convention of the Third District, shall be seated and constituted as follows: 
A. Each Unit shall be entitled to two Delegates, one of whom shall be the Unit President, plus one 

additional Delegate for each fifty (50) members or major fraction thereof, whose per capita dues have 
been received by the District Treasurer thirty (30) days prior to the meeting of the Convention for 
which they are elected. Each Unit shall elect its Delegates and elect its Alternates to serve in the 
absence of the Delegates. All Delegates and Alternates shall be members of the American Legion 
Auxiliary in good standing. Delegates and Alternates will serve in the order in which they were 
elected. 

B. Members of the Third District Executive Committee and Past Third District Presidents, as long as they 
remain members in good standing of a Unit in the Third District, shall be Delegates at Large to the 
Third District Convention and entitled to vote. No member is allowed two votes, i.e. she may vote with 
her Unit as a Unit Delegate, or she may vote in her capacity as District Executive Committee member 
or Past District President, but she may not vote as both.  

C. If any duly elected Delegate to this Convention is absent, then a duly elected Alternate from that Unit 
shall be seated in her stead. The order of seating Alternates shall be as follows: 

1. If the Alternate vote count from the Unit is available; Alternates will be seated in order of vote 
given. 

                 2.   If this information is not available alternates shall be elected by majority vote of the Unit. 
                 3. If no duly elected Delegate or Alternates are present, there shall be no representation from that  
                     Unit. 
   D.   If a Delegate shall arrive later, the Delegate shall assume her seat and replace the Alternate filling that    
          vacancy. Alternates who arrive later shall not replace any person seated except that they will be  
          eligible to fill vacancies from the Unit. 
   E.   All Unit Delegates, Alternates, Delegates at Large, must register and wear their official badge, in order  
         to vote and be accorded the Convention privileges. They must have their credential cards available for  
         identification. 

3. The agenda and order of business for the Convention shall be as provided in the official printed program. 
Joint sessions with the American Legion and communications with regard thereto shall be the privileged 
order of business except during a roll call, vote, the report of another Committee, or discussion or 
consideration thereof. 

4. Only persons who have been seated in accordance with the report of the credentials committee and the Rules 
of the Convention shall be entitled to vote. When the Credentials Committee has certified that 25% (percent) 
of the Units are represented, a quorum shall be established, and there shall be no further question as to the 
presence of a quorum.  

5. Debate on any motion or subject shall be limited to ten (10) minutes, with equal time allotted to pro and con 
speakers.   No person shall be allowed to speak a second time upon the same question until all others wishing 
to be recognized have been heard, and no person shall be allowed to speak more than twice upon the same 
question without leave from the Convention by a majority vote. Participation in debate is limited to 
Delegates and Alternates acting as Delegates. Each speaker must identify herself and her Unit before 
speaking and is limited to two (2) minutes. 

6. A motion to “move the previous question” shall be out of order on any subject until one person on each side 
of the issue has had the opportunity to speak. 

7. The vote upon all questions shall be by voice; however, a rising vote shall be taken if requested by any 
delegate immediately following the announcement of the decision by the Chair. The chairman of each 
delegation shall see that only duly seated Delegates and Alternates acting as Delegate’s vote. 

8. If there is a dispute as to the vote of any Unit by a Delegate in such Unit on any matter, The Chair of the 
Convention shall appoint a Judge and two Tellers to canvass the vote of said Unit and the Judge shall report 
the same to the Chair who shall announce it to the Convention. 
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9. No Resolution shall be considered by this Convention except those recommended in the report of the 

Resolutions Committee; or in a minority report of the Resolutions Committee if concurred by one-third (1/3) 
of the members of the Committee. Resolutions shall be considered from the floor, provided they are in 
writing and not more than two per delegate or seated alternate. 

A. Voting on Resolutions shall be by voice vote. 
B. If there is a question of majority rule, a rising vote will be taken. 
C. A roll call vote will be taken if three or more Unit Delegates request the same. On the roll call vote, 

the Chairman or Acting Chairman of each delegation shall respond after polling the delegation. The 
vote of any Delegate absent and not represented by an Alternate Delegate shall be cast by the 
majority vote. The roll shall be called in alphabetical order by the names of the town or cities in 
which the Units are located and shall include only registered Units. 

D. The provisions of Rule 5 shall pertain to debate of those resolutions selected under Rule 9A, except 
that the time for each speaker shall be limited to one (1) minute. 

E. Resolutions will be read in the morning. A second reading in the afternoon, followed by a vote. 
10. The Chair may interrupt the order of business to introduce and permit a brief address to the Convention by 

honored guests. 
11. A motion to lay an item on the table shall require two-thirds (2/3) vote by the delegates present and voting. 
12. The Chairman of the Nominating Committee shall present her report during the morning session of the 

Convention. Further nominations shall be called for from the floor.  
A. Nominating speeches shall be limited to (3) minutes. 
B. Introduction of Candidates for office will be made after all nominations have been made, and they 

may speak for one minute at this time.  
13. Nominations for Delegates and Alternates to the National Convention shall be submitted in writing to the 

District Secretary at least thirty (30) days prior to the Convention. 
14. The election of District Officers and Delegates to the National Convention shall be by secret ballot and when 

there is no opposition voting shall be by acclamation at the afternoon session. 
A. If a secret ballot is necessary, the hours of election shall be between 12 noon and 1:00 p.m.  
B. Place of election will be announced by the District President. Judge of Election and Tellers shall be 

appointed by the District President and shall be in full charge of the voting. 
C. The Election Judge and Tellers shall issue ballots only to registered delegations and registered 

delegates at large. The Delegation Chairman or Delegate at Large must have her credential card and 
official badge. 

D. All Units entitled to more than six (6) votes will receive two ballots. The numerical division of votes 
is to be designated by the Unit Delegation Chairman and inserted by the Election Judge or Teller. 

E. When balloting, the Chairman of the delegation shall first poll her delegation as to the candidate for 
whom they wish to vote. The vote of any Delegates absent and not represented by an Alternate 
Delegate shall be cast by the majority vote of the delegation. When this has been done, the Chairman 
then prepares the ballot and gives it to the Judge of Elections. 

F. There shall be no absentee ballots cast when the Unit or Delegate at Large is not represented. 
G. All ballots must be cast at the same time and place they are issued to the Unit Delegation Chairman 

by the Election Judge. 
H. Results of balloting shall be announced by the Presiding Officer under new business at the final 

business session of the Convention. Delegates to the National Convention shall be those receiving 
the majority of votes cast and Alternates will serve in the order elected. 

15. These rules shall not be amended or suspended, once adopted, except by two-thirds (2/3) of Delegates 
present and voting.  
 
 


